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ISLAM, THE RELIGION OF PEACE AND UNITY
Abba Buba

Abstract

Peaceful co-existence among people of different
faiths is a thing that is admitted to be the yardstick
of unity, hence encouraged by Islam. As
ambassador of peace and unity, Islam spells out to
its adherents how they could associate themselves
with the non-Muslims in order to ensure peace,
unity, stability and progress. It is in this content
that this paper sought to discuss with prove from
Qur’an, which encourages peace, tolerance and
unity. The paper goes further to give highlight of
numerous examples, in the content of the noble
Qur’an and scholars view of religion, peace and
unity.
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Islam, the religion that shock the world in the 7th
CE is still misconceived by considerable countries,
even within the intra-faith followers. This is in
connection with the discrepancies with the
adherents that may pave ways to non Muslims
interfering the entire system of Islamic councils.

In reality, Allah in His mﬁnlte mercy iterated that:
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The believers are nothing
else than brothers (in
Islamic religion) so make
reconciliation between your
brothers and fear Allah
that you may receive
mercy.
This verse would indeed motivate the believers to
shun hatred, schism and create environment to
settle or reconciliate dispute among followers in
order to reach peace, safety and be in secure
environment by one’s free will. This, if it is done
manifests Islam as submission to God, accepting
His authority as well as obeying His orders, one’s
total submission to God and serving only Him,
embracing the messages of the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW), abiding by his teachings,
practices and commands. It is what is needed from
a Muslim. In the part of the non believers, they
would vividly conceive the fact and basic fossil of
its peaceful root.

The Revelation of the noble Qur’an to humanity
has been a right direction to embrace (silm) Islam,
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which is peace and it reminds the followers to
avoid following Satanic footstep, (Q.2:208):
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O you who believe enter
perfectly in Islam by obeying
all the rules and regulations
of Islam and follow not the
footstep of Satan verily he is
to a plain energy

Reasons were that; when the believers resist to
cast in the peace, the next option will be the Satan
to spread its footstep to mislead the believers, and
if the satan succeeded its mission, then the
enmities should persist by intra and inter Islam
adherents, this is what mostly prevalent on today’s
planet.

Islam the Religion of mercy and forgiveness

Islam has laid down in theory and practice how
Muslims should co-exist with non-Muslims
peacefully. In spite of this plausible Islamic
provision, suspicion, mistrust and even conflicts,
have more often characterized Muslim relationship
with people of other creeds. It is the objective of
this paper to clarify Qur’anic verses on tolerance
with a back up from historical accounts of how
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and the companions;
Umar bn Khattab associated themselves with the
Jews and the Christians of their times, (M.
Abdulwaha, 2008). At the ideological level the
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glorious Qur’an called upon Muslim to believe in
all the prophets of Allah, honour, respect and
speak of them all reverently (cf. Ali, 1968 and
Okenwa, 2003). A Muslim is a true believer who
believed in the Divine prophets, scriptures, angles,
and the Day of Judgment. Backing up this
statement the glorious Qur’an testified.

In order to be able to portray a fair image of Islam,
preventive measures be ensured to security of
wealth, life, mind, religion and reproduction, this is
the only way to build a conducive society in peace,
tranquillity serenity, friendship, collaboration,
altruism, justice, virtue and mercy.

According to the Qur’an, all Muslims are brothers
and sisters to one another and if a disagreement
appears among them they make peace and correct
it as reveal in (Qur’an, 4:59).
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Oh you who belteve obey God, and
obey the Apostle, and those
charged with authority among
you. If you differ in anything
among yourselves, refer to it to
God and His Apostle, if you do
believe in God and the Last Day:
That is best, and most suitable
for final determination.
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Islam with Justice
The society, human being is facing today is the
question of justice, and equity, the mantle of
leadership of the world had wrong the society’s
obligation that is characterised with chauvinism.
This alone had invited anarchy in politics, social
and unity of the co-existence. It is not only neo-
geopolitical arena but threatening the continuity of
detrimental to the climate change.
A believer, should stand out firmly for justice, as
witnesses by Allah even as against himself, or his
parents, his next of his kin, and whether it be
(Against)rich or poor Allah is the best protector of
both. Follow not the lust (of your hearts) lest you
swerve, if you distort(justiceJor decline to do
justice, verily Allah is well acquainted with all that
ye do.
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O you who believe stand out firmly

for justice and witness to Allah,

even though it be against

yourselves or your parents or your

kin be he reach or poor. Allah is

the better protector to both (than

you) so follow not the last of your

heart, lest you avoid justice and if

you distort your witness or justice,

and if verily, Allah is ever well

Acquainted with what you do.

(4:135)
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Again, as mentioned in the Qur’an, a true Muslim
is urged to follow the straight path. That means he
or she be faithful, honest, just and calm, lives
perfectly observe his or her religion in guidance of
good reasoning. Pursuing straight path can be
understood as being absolutely truthful and
honest in all circumstances as well as a moderate
way of life that encourages good relations with
everyone, Muslim, Christian and as well as
traditionalist.
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And we ordained therein for

them, life for life, eye for eye,

nose for nose, ear for ear, tooth

for tooth and wounds equal for

equal, but if anyone remits the

retaliation by way of charity is

shall be of Him and expiation.

And whosoever does not judge

by that which Allah has

revealed such are the Zalimum

(polytheists, wrong doers, of a

lesser degree).
Hadith; It was narrated by Abdullahi( RA)Allah’s
messenger(SWA)said the blood of a Muslim who
confesses that(laillaha illallah known has the right
to be worshipped but Allah and that I am the
messenger of Allah his blood cannot be shed
except in three cases (1). Life for life in case
intentional mother (2). A marriage who commit
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illegal sexual intercourse (3). A Muslim who revert
from Islam.

Mercy and Forgiveness

The Ummah of the day is eluded from divine
compassion and pathetic, which is the Prophetic
tolerance. As God, the Most Gracious is merciful to
all humanity. His Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is
merciful and compassionate to all believers. And
he forgave all the Wrongdoers to him.

?S.d:ua.ua um&cy)s@&am\wdgu)es;hm
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Verily, there has come to you a
messenger (Muhammad SAW)
from among yourselves whom
you know well. It grieves him
that you should receive any
injury or difficulty. He
Muhammad (SAW) is anxious
over you to be rightly guided,
to repent to Allah and beg Him
to pardon and forgive your
sins in other that you may
enter into paradise for the
believers, full of pity, kind and
merciful. (9:128)
The verse reminds the Muslims of piety, tolerance,
forgiveness, it adopts ways of forbearance and
tolerance, and enjoins what is good and right and
withdraw from the ignorant ones. The Prophet
(SAW) succeeded in establishing unity among
people by his action, compassion and mercy. If he
had treated the people around him severely and

44



Al-Mahram Journal, vol. IX (English)

rudely, they would have left him and their unity
would have collapsed (Qur an, 3:159).
MY«.M\LJ;MQJS\,J\,#&MUAMJM
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And by the mercy of Allah, you
dealt with them gently. And had
you Muhammad being severe and
harsh-hearted they would have
broken away from you so past
over their faults and ask Allah
forgiveness for them, and consult
them in the affairs. Then you have
taken a decision, put your trust in
Allah, certainly, Allah loves those
who put their trust in Him. (3:159)

Since God and the Messenger of God are merciful
and compassionate to believers, those who take
the divinely prescribed ethics and the prophetic
character as their example should obviously treat
one another with mercy and compassion.
Therefore, those who have received the Prophet
Muhammad’s (SAW) message wouldn’t be severe,
arrogant, antagonistic or hostile to a Muslim or
non Muslim alike.

Furthermore, God Almighty advised His Messenger
to be forgiving and to consult people by requesting
for their ideas (Qur’an, 3:159;)

According to the Prophet Muhammad (SAW), who

reiterated that people are equal before God as the
teeth of comb are equal. Characteristics like
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language, ancestry, race, wealth and poverty are
not signs of superiority. In the thirteenth verse of
the chapter Al-Hujurat the creation of humankind
from a female and a male, the division of humanity
into ethnic groups or nations and tribes are made
in order to know one another and the importance
of fearing God in His wisdom and power.

The verse approves having an identity and being
known by an identity, nonetheless, it rejects
abuses of affiliation (to different gender, social or
ethnic groups) as a means of superiority. Thus, it
assesses a person's honour and value in terms of
universal values that he or she gains through his
or her own will and effort, and not in terms of
gender or ethnicities, which are not obtain through
free will.

In Islam, individual is considered as a person that
gains value within the society, as someone who is
responsible to the community in a social context.
Islam, the life of a human being is a trust from
God, irrespective of his or her ancestry, colour,
tribe or language, and hence should be protected
meticulously. The main idea in Islam is to praise
God the Almighty (Qur'an, 1:2);

Ca AbLE3 )3 Al 5 iz e'MuJ adl (o Uals Al
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And indeed we have honoured
the children of Adam and Sea,
and have provided them with
at-Tyyibat (Lawful good things)
of have preferred they to many
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of those whom we have created
with a moves preferment to
show compassion to creation.
Humankind is the best of all
creations (Qur'an, 17:70) and is
created of the best stature
(Qur'an, 95:4).

Thus, God loves good attitudes such as spending
and serving for the sake of humankind at all times
under all circumstances, forgiving people, and
avoiding doing something wrong when we become

angry.

Even if one has the right to retaliate in response to
an evil action, forgiveness is more appropriate for
those who are more pious. The recompense of an
evil deed can only be an evil equal to it; but
whoever pardons and makes reconciliation, his
reward is due from God. Surely He does not love
the wrongdoers (Qur'an, 42:40; see also Qur'an,
42:40). . o
2541 a8 Gal dlld () 588 5 Sua (il
And verily, whosoever shows
patience and forgiveness that
would truly be from the things
recommended by Allah. (42:43)

Besides, each of us lives on the path that God has
ordained for him or her. For this reason, it is
important to emphasize serving rather than
fighting. God says in the Qur'an (5:48)
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Strive then together as if competing in good works,
and also, Say: Every one acts according to his own
character (made up of his creed, worldview and
disposition), and your Lord knows best who is
guided in his way (17:84).

S s3] 38 Gy Al 2808 aclslas o Jarg 08 (8
O Muhammad Each one does
according to Shakilatihi. (i.e. his
way or his religion or his
intension) and your Lord knows
best of him who path (religion) is
right.

Therefore, individuals should not dispute and fight
over their different ideas to satisfy their ambitions
and self-interests. Rather, on the contrary, they
should compete to show good character and to
serve in the best way; they should support each
other not in wrongdoing but in doing well.

Trustworthiness

An important dimension of being a Muslim is
trustworthiness, every Prophet is introduced in the
Qur'an with attribute of trustworthiness. First and
foremost, the Prophet Muhammad (SAW), the most
trustworthy of the heavens and earth, and all the
prophets preceding him, made efforts to promote
trustworthiness in their societies.

In a place where trust does not exist, love, respect
and solidarity are also absent. The lack of trust
destroys family, as well as social, cultural and
economic life. For this reason, the Prophet
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Muhammad (SAW) states that trustworthiness and
treachery cannot exist together and asserts, "One
who betrays harms, or deceives a Muslim, is not of
us”. He describes the ideal Muslim as thus: "A
Muslim is one from whose hand and tongue people
are safe”. A believer is one from whom people know
that their wealth and lives are safe.

Messenger of God Muhammad (SAW) describes
those who are good and those who are bad: "The
good amongst you is the one from whom good
things are expected and by whom people are sure
that they will not be harmed”. The bad amongst
you is the one from whom bad things are not
expected and from whose evil people do not feel
safe. From this, it can be understood that a
believer is one who is trustworthy, and therefore,
no one would fear any danger from him or her
under any circumstances.

Islam emphasised good moral character, love and
respect for God and the Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
is expected from believers. Appropriate love, mercy
and compassionate are to be shown, not only to
people but also to every creature .indeed,
according to Islam's core understanding, every
creation is a blessing from God and the protection
of a blessing is the most fitting behaviour for a
human kind.

Right to life is an absolute value: He who kills a
soul unless it be (in legal punishment) for murder
or for causing disorder and corruption on the earth
will be as if he had killed all humankind; and he
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who saves life it is as if he had saved the lives of all
humankind (Qur an 5: 29)
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Verily I intended to let you draw
my sin on yourself as well as
yours then you will be one of the
dwellers of the fire and that is
the recompense of the Zalimun
(wrong doers).

When the Messenger of God (SAW) explained
Islam's potential to contribute to safety and peace
in society, he specified one goal in his time as the
following: "A rider will travel from Sana'a (a city in
Yemen) to Hadhramaut (a region in the southwest of
the Arabian peninsula) fearing none but God, or a
wolf as regards his sheep”.

If we consider the troubles due to the extreme
violence Muslims were exposed to both in the
Medinan and Meccan periods, we would
understand how meaningful was this message
expressed by the Prophet. It does not include any
desire for revenge against any person or any group;
instead, it only expresses an ardent desire for a
violence-free world for all.

The Prophet commanded the followers to maintain
social solidarity and cooperation, to open our
hearts to our fellows, and to help one another at all
times. He said, "Do not cut relations between each
other! Do not turn your backs on each other! Do not
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grow hatred between each other! O God's servants!
Become brothers and sisters!"

Islam and conciliation

The Arabic terms islah (reform) and sulh
(conciliation) are from the same root. Thus, means
one's reach peace and serenity leaving conflicts
and deviations; in other words, it refers to leaving
confusion by settling a dispute between two people
or two sides.

Good deeds are actions that are beneficial for
people and society, as well as actions that are
taken to establish peace and serenity. This concept
not only includes offering worship and spending in
a good cause but also smiling, behaving warmly to
others, establishing friendships, pleasing people by
kind words, exchanging greetings, having warm
conversation, and controlling bad feelings such as
pride, arrogance, anger, envy, animosity,
hypocrisy, rancour and burning ambition. Thus,
essentially, virtuous deeds are acts that purify
mankind from aggression and bring them to peace
and tranquillity.

It is recommended to cease disagreements by
peace and not to commence further disputes,
fights, confusion, and discord; in addition, people
are asked to take a balanced approach and seek
justice (Qur'an, 8:1);
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And they ask you O Muhammad
about the spoil of war, say the
spoil of war are for Allah and
the Messenger so fear Allah and
Adjust all matters of difference
among who and obey Allah and
His Messenger (Muhammad SAW)
if you are believers.

It further went on to put that the essence of the of
reconciliation between the two faithful who
engaged in dispute or quarrel base on either
mundane or spiritually.
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And if two parties or group
among the believers fall to
fighting then make peace
between them both, but if one
of them outrages against the
other then fight , the one who
outrages till comply with
command of Allah. Then if it
complies then make
reconciliation between them
Jjustly, and be equitable, verily
Allah love those who are
equitable (Q.49:9)
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It is forbidden to spoil peace and tranquillity by
corruption; there are penalties for those who do it. It is
possible to apply the verse; Peace is better (Qur'an,
4:128) which was specifically revealed to eradicate
disagreements between couples, to all kinds of human
relations. Islam recommends a united and mutually
helpful society, and this vision does not only refer to the
level of nation, but includes international relations, too.
In this sense, from an Islamic perspective, international
law should take the establishment of peace as a
foundation.

Conclusion

To conclude it revealed that Islam emphasizes peace,
unity and reconciliation as basic to all social and even
international relations. The Noble Qur'an digested,
Paradise, which is the reward for the pious, is a place of
serenity. One of the ninety-nine names of God is
Salaam, which means peace. Throughout history,
Muslims have made every effort to establish peace and
serenity everywhere in all divergent fields, only taking
military measures when their enemies tried to hinder
these efforts for humankind. Over the course of history,
the general approach of Muslims has been supportive of
maintaining peace, spreading in an environment of
serenity and trust, and constructing a civilized
community of love, compassion, mercy and forgiveness
to share with other people in peace and
unity. Alhamdullahir-rabbilalamin, that Allah made us
Muslims, and we are grateful to our beloved prophet
Muhammad (SAW) who was able to fulfil his massage to
mankind, it is through his effort that today we are
Muslims enjoying peace and security in our society. We
thank our President Muhammad Buhari who is the
champion of peace, security and sustainability for our
country Nigeria.

53



Al-Mahram Journal, vol. IX (English)

References

Abdulwahab, M. (1996) “CIA’s Disinformation
intrigues in the Muslim world” paper
presented at the International Conference on
the relations between Islam and the West
after the collapse of Soviet Union, in
Maiduguri, Borno State, Nigeria.

Ahmad, F. (undated), Four companions,
Idaraishast-diniyat, India

Alghazali, Abu Hamid Al-Mustasta Min Um al-usul
caira-2000.

Ali, Y. (1968) The Holy Qur’an Text, Translation and
Commentary, Dar al-Arabia, Beirut,
Lebanon.

Al-Jassas, Abu Babkr Ahmed B. Ali Ahkan Al
Quran. Constantinople Matba’ah al. Auqat,
1335.

Al-Qardawi, Y. (1993), al-Halal wal Haram fil Islam,
al-Maktab al-Islam

Al-Qurtubi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad B. Ahmad
Al.Ansari” Al-dani L. Ahkam Al Quran Beirut
Dar Alkutub Al-Uniyyah, 1993.

Al-ShirigitiMuhammed Ali-Amin B. Muhammad Al-

Mukhtar “Adwa” Al-Bayan Fi Idah Al-Qurani
bi Al-Quran. Beirut Alan Al. Kutub, ad.

54



Al-Mahram Journal, vol. IX (English)

Anajar, Z. Translated by Khalil, M.A.G. in the light
of the Glorious Quran: Reflections on the
Book of Allah. Egypt Dor Al-Manarah.

Azad M.LK. Translated by Latinf, S. A. Basic
Concepts of the Quran India: KitabBharan
publisher 1996.

Brohi A. K. The Quran and its Impact on Human
history cited: Islam: It’s meaning and
message Lagos: Islamic  publications
Bureau. 1997.

Faruqi, Muhammad, Yusuf: Early Islamic History
as a model for the Development of some legal
categories. Karachi. 2012.

Fatuhul bari vol 15 page 220 and sahihul bukhari
vol 9 no 17.

Gumus, S. (1993) Confession of a British Spy and
British Enmity Against Islam, Waqf Ikhlas
publication, Turkey.

Hassan Ahmed. The Early Development of Islamic
Jurisprudence Islamabad. IRI.

Hourani, G. F. The Basic of Authority of consensus
is sunnite Islam StudiaSIlamicaxxl 1965.

55



Al-Mahram Journal, vol. IX (English)

Ibn Al-Arabic Abubakar, AhkanAl-Quran ed. Ali
Muhammad Al. Bajani, Cairo Al-Babi Al-
Halabi. 1967.

IbnArabi, Abubakar, Ahkam al-Quran ed. Ali
Muhammed Al-Bajawi, Cairo, Al Halabi.
1967

IbnKathir, Abu al-Fida Ismail, Tafsir al-Quran
Al Azin Cairo, al-BabialHalabi 1967.

IbnKathir, Imad Al din Abu Al-Fidabn Umar Tafsri
al Quran al-Karim. Beirut Dar al-khayar,
1990.

IbnQutaybah, Abu Muhammad Abdallah B.
Muslim Al. day nuri I. Tasir Mughkulat Al-
Quran Caira: Dar al-Turath, 1973.

Kkhan, M.Z. Muhammad the Seal of the Prophet.
London. Routled and Kegan Paul Ltd. 1980.

Ma’ul, L. “Al Munjid” Arabic Dictionary Beirut:
ZaralMashriq.

Okenwa, S. (2003) “Implementation of Shari’ah in
Nigeria: Balkanising Chris-Muslim concerns
and Aspirations” paper presented at the
International Conference on
Christian/Muslim mutual Relations in
Gusau, Zamfara State, Nigeria.

56



