
 
African Journal of Business Management Vol. 5(35), pp. 13352-13358, 30 December, 2011     
Available online at http://www.academicjournals.org/AJBM 
DOI: 10.5897/AJBMX11.005 
ISSN 1993-8233 ©2011 Academic Journals 
 
 
 
 

Review 

 

Need to implement the environmental communication 
mechanisms for sustainable development: A case 

study 
 

Noor Mohammad 

 
Faculty of Business and Law, Multi Media University, 75450, Melaka Campus, Malaysia.  

E-mail: noormmu2011@gmail.com. Tel: 06-252-4102. Fax: 06-2318869. 
 

Accepted 16 August, 2011 
 

The term ‘environmental communication’ is very much related to the concept of environmental 
governance. It is in fact a new idea in the history of the sustainable development on this earth. The 
scholars of the present age have been focusing the need for the environmental communication for 
attaining sustainable development. It is based on the good governance mechanisms, environment and 
human rights issue along with the spirits of the different religions, etc. But it faces numerous problems 
such as the lack of education, insufficient advertisement, attitudes to looking for profits, lack of 
religious practice including ethics, etc. In order to ensure sustainable development for our generation 
to generation, the environmental communication is very essential. In this regard, some laws in different 
countries such as the Information Act, the Environmental Court Act along with many international 
environmental laws such as the Stockholm Conference 1972; the World Charter for Nature; the Basel 
Convention 1989; the EC Directive on Environmental Information 1991; the Industrial Accidents 
Convention 1992; the Eco-Labelling Legislation, etc.; may be discussed. It is based on the access to 
information, public participation; access to justice as per the Aarhus Convention 1998 which is 
remarkable for the purposes of sustainable development on this planet, our home. The study urges the 
concerned authorities to implement the existing legal foundations on this earth for our own existence 
and interest. A case study may also be done at the Department of Media and Communication, the 
University of Malay, Malaysia based on the primary and secondary sources. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The term ‘environmental communication’ is very much 
related and appropriately applicable to the meaning of the 
environment and sustainable development due to its 
sustainability and modalities (Wikipedia, 2011). It also 
relates with an idea and concept of the negotiation 
procedure and techniques as applied in the international 
environmental laws and Islam which are healthy for 
bringing about sustainable development in the globe as a 
whole (Sands, 2003). It is also relevant with the 
environmental governance mechanisms (Mohammad, 
2009a). 

In order to understand this term, we need to explain a 
little bit what the environment is (Singh, 1997). The global 

community is quite concerned about the present state of 
the environment due to many causes and effects, and the 
importance of the environment is enormous without which 
we cannot survive, let one have a sustainable 
development and environment (Global Pollution, 2011). 
Relevantly, the concept of environmental governance is 
closely interlinked with the function and importance of the 
environmental communication that may relate with the 
environmental sustainability index (ESI, 2011). It 
indicates and provides some support to focus on 
environmental communication and governance and 
includes the civil and political rights, legislations and 
policies, etc., which are more likely to effectively  address  



 
 
 
 
 
environmental challenges. It also includes the survey 
reports on environmental governance (Khan, 2009). It is 
in fact, a tool for which the environmental problems are 
solved in a scientific way by the scientists in the different 
field of studies. We understand global environmental 
governance as the sum of organizations, policy instru-
ments, financing mechanisms, rules, procedures and 
norms that regulate the processes of global 
environmental protection.” It combines the activities of the 
national, regional and international actors within the 
globe. It also shows how the environmental problems are 
identified and addressed. It tries to ensure the adequate 
environmental information, transparency and account-
tability, adequate capacity for credible enforcement and 
other policies that may promote the better environmental 
performance of the activities done by the concerned 
institutions at home and abroad. Although it faces the 
incoherence, lack of co-operation and coordination, 
inefficiency and lack of implementation etc., for ensuring 
the environmental governance, it needs the coordination 
and collaboration in between the levels of operations. 
Environmental communication may also be based on 
commonly accepted principles such as freedom, equity, 
justice, transparency, and accountability, like the concept 
of the good governance (Sands, 2003). It interlinks with 
the rights and duties. The environmental communication 
and sustainable governance are a set of written and 
unwritten norms that link with the ecological balance in 
the governance of the institutions as well as the orga-
nizations in the globe. It is in fact, intellectual governance 
on the environment for the sustainable development. It 
may include the environmental systems, reducing 
environmental stresses, reducing human vulnerability, 
social and institutional capacity and the global 
stewardship that encompasses nature, economy, society 
and well being of individuals. It can be achieved through 
adopting some measures such as harmonization of 
standards, joint development of environmental manage-
ment systems, and collaborative capacity building 
projects. All the information aforementioned are basically 
based on the environmental communication and it is an 
alternative to the environmental governance and 
sustainable issues.  
 
 
THE ROLE OF RELIGIONS INCLUDING THE ISLAM 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNICATION 
 
The Holy Quran states that a true Muslim never tells a lie 
and fears nobody except Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala 
(S.W.T). In terms of communication with other people, 
irrespective of religions, languages, sex, colour under the 
human rights law, he/she must be honest, trustworthy, 
truthful and responsible in all respects (The Role of Al-
Quran, 2009). These qualities were practiced by our 
prophet Hazrat Muhammad (SAW). We should follow him  
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for external and eternal peace and properties (Quran and 
Fairness, 2010). All the communications instruction is 
made in the Surah Al-Hujuraat Verse 13 as said: O 
mankind! We created you a single (pair) of a male and a 
female and made you into nations and tribes that ye may 
know each other (not that ye may despise each other). 
Verily, the most honored of you in the sight of God is he 
who is the most righteous of you (And God has full 
knowledge and is well acquainted with all things). The 
Holy Quran is an instruction book for people of all times 
and all places as to how one can live their life correctly. It 
is stated in the Quran that one who adopts this guideline 
may obtain true peace on earth. In the Quran, Allah says 
that ‘‘Verily, this Quran doth guide to that which is most 
rights’’ (17: 9).  All problems may be solved when the 
Muslim sincerely follows the teaching and principles of 
the divine book. Environmental communication is, in fact, 
an explosion of light including the quranic lights (Alviry, 
2010). Quranic governance implies good order and good 
policies and protects the society from destruction. Islamic 
teachings do not work with the harmful, such as 
corruption acts to the society. Throughout the human 
history, religions including Islam played a vital role in 
promoting and supporting the good governance, and 
emerged as an increasingly vital aspect of both private 
and public affairs (Mufti, 2011).  

Shariah law also assets that natural resources, as a 
component of the environment is created by Allah 
Subhanahu wa Ta'ala (S.W.T.) for man’s bounty on earth 
(Mohammad, 2009b). Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala 
confirms that nobody can damage and disrupt the 
environment in any forms that goes against the will of 
Allah for which the abuser will be punished in the world 
and the hereafter. Shariah law urges everyone 
boundlessly to live in harmony with others and nature and 
to act righteously, thinking a sacred duty to the soil, air, 
water, plants or animal, etc. In deed, the environmental 
conservation cannot be made possible through the efforts 
exerted by the State only. In fact, it is an act of worship. It 
is already proved that the traditional laws never maintain 
the sound environment but needs the shariah law. 
Without evaluating the shariah law, the world cannot be 
healthy. We need to realize and implement the inner 
meaning of the shariah law as to environment. The globe 
leaders are alternatively thinking for bringing about the 
peace and prosperity in the world (Ver Planck, 2011). 
The environmental problem should be identified in the 
light of the different religious perspectives and according 
to the instructions made in the religions regarding the 
conservation and development of the environment should 
be made into reality for our own sake and existence 
(Human Approach to World Peace, 2011). The primary 
concern of Islamic governance is promoting the good and 
forbidding wrong doing. As a part of these functions, it 
has the mandate to protect land and natural resources 
from  being   abused   and   misused   and   signifies   the  
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environmental conservation and development in our daily 
life. The Quran states that everything belongs to Allah 
described in the messages. The other religions except 
Islam have been dealing with environmental matters 
directly or indirectly in the same way (Mohammad, 
2011a). Due to the lack of the ecological and environ-
mental wisdom, the modern world has been facing many 
challenges (Bakar, 2007). 
 

 

Environmental communication and ethics 
 

Ethics is one of the most important and core qualities of 
human being interlinked with the religious values and 
God gifted qualities as revealed in the religions without 
which our life is meaningless (Role of Ethics, 2010). It is 
also one of the divine virtues in human being regardless 
of any beliefs. It is treated as one of the modern environ-
mental conservation and sustainable development tools 
and is involved in the early history of human civilizations. 
It is a part and parcel of the environmental commu-
nication due to the fact that it is very easy for all to carry 
out our every day’s activities including the duties and 
responsibilities properly with it, which may lead to the 
sustainable development without which we could not 
hope for a peaceful and happy environment for our 
generations on this earth, based on all the moral 
teachings. It is the stuff of daily work. It teaches us to be 
healthy and friendly to the environment and development 
issues on this earth. This virtue is basically based on the 
International Humanitarian Law, International Human 
Rights and of course, the International Environmental 
Law under the public International Law and the sources 
of all the religions (ICRC, 2004). The modern societies 
including the United Nations Organization (UNO) and its 
specialized agencies, International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and other national and 
regional organizations, have been playing critical role and 
giving emphasis on the need for the environmental ethics 
and justice in communications. It is scientifically proven 
that this quality makes our daily life healthy and easiest. 
Ethics need to be incorporated into environmental 
awareness raising and into mainstream education 
(Mohammad, 2011b).  
 
 

Environmental communication and the research 
methodological approach  
 

Research is a scientific approach for finding the truth and 
it is based on science. Therefore, the communication 
should be made in a very methodical approach that links 
with the environmental communication. Its basis is also 
science and human qualities (Research, 2010). It 
requires professional and academic attitudes and know-
ledge based society. It may imply to the environmental 
communication. 

 
 
 
 
Environmental communication and education 
 
Education is a critical means to poverty reduction, econo-
mic development and a major indicator for social pro-
gress, human and human resources, improving the life 
and the quality of living people, functions of living, culture 
of society, behavioral aspects, wisdom, and equitable 
and sustainable economic development (Mohammad, 
2009c). It aims at promoting better resource manage-
ment, making people aware of environmental problems 
and reversing the present trend towards environmental 
degradation. The key environmental issues, including 
conservation and improvement of environmental con-
ditions, promoting sustainable development and raising 
the quality of human life; are to be considered. 
 
 

Some international environmental actors and the 
environmental communication 
 

Some important global actors such as the United Nations 
Organization with its organs and the specialized agen-
cies, the International Union for conservation in Nature 
with its six commissions, World Wide Fund for Nature, 
Partnership for the Development of Environmental Laws 
and Institutions in Africa (PADELIA), etc., have been 
serving mankind through their environmental conser-
vation and communication initiatives (please refer to the 
websites of UNO, PADELIA, IUCN etc.). Some other 
important environmental organizations are also working 
in this regard. Some important regional actors such as 
the Environmental Law Alliance worldwide, the South 
Asia Watch on Trade Economics and Environment, the 
International Conservation Union, Bangkok, the South 
Asian Network for development and Environmental 
Economics and the Clean Air Initiatives for Asian Cities 
have been contributing much to the development and 
conservation of the environment which are quite relevant 
to the higher education of Bangladesh.  
 
 

The role of the international environmental and 
environmental communication 
 

There are certain principles in the international 
environmental laws that may deal with the environmental 
communications (Sands, 2003a). It is very important for 
exercising and maintaining the essentiality of the 
international environmental law. It indicates the salient 
features of the international environmental law. It 
interprets the legal norms and fills in gaps in positive law. 
It identifies some activities in which they have been 
applied. It is, generally in nature, applicable to all 
members of the international community in respect of the 
protection of the environment. It may focus on different 
sources including the customs; although it has an impact 
on  international  relations.  It  analyzes  the   nature   and 



 
 
 
 
 
scope of the international environmental law. It also 
reflects the past growth of international environmental law 
and affects its future evolution. It appears in the national 
constitutions and laws. It can influence the formation of 
the national and international jurisprudence. In fact, it is 
reflected in treaties, binding activities of the international 
organizations, state practice and soft and hard laws 
commitments. Major principles were developed in the 
eighties, particularly during the Montevideo Programme I, 
II and III in 1982, 1993 and 2001 respectively. The 
principles of the international environmental laws are also 
developed with the creation of the international legal 
instruments. The environmental negotiation or the 
communication is a topic in the international environ-
mental law. It does not differ considerably from other 
negotiations. It has several meanings closely connected 
with those of the environmental communications. Some 
important features of environmental negotiation or 
communication are attached in the relevant appendix. In 
contrast to many environmental negotiations of the late 
1960s and 1970s which focused almost exclusively on 
environmental concerns, contemporary environmental 
negotiations are also about their implications on economic 
development and social welfare. They are also about 
threats or problems which cannot be prevented or 
addressed by a single State; simply put, they require 
collective action. In order to engage in collective action, 
States must develop common approaches and response 
strategies. The role of science and scientists play a 
crucial role in environmental negotiations, not only in the 
narrow sense, but also more broadly in environmental 
politics. Frequently, scientists are those who discover a 
threat and develop ways and means to counter it. 
Scientists will again be called upon to monitor response 
measures and evaluate their effectiveness. If response 
strategies require international scientific co-operation, 
governments will usually include scientists on their 
delegations or at least seek their advice before, during 
and after negotiations. 
 
 

The media and public opinion 
 

The mass media and public opinion also play an impor-
tant and visible role in the environmental communication. 
For example, the presence of over 9000 journalists 
covering the UNCED or the 36000 journalists report at the 

Kyoto negotiations on climate change. This high degree of 
involvement of the press and media is related to at least 
two key factors. It may play its role in three dimensions 
such as information, formation, and transfor-mation 
dealing with the environmental matters (Badari, 1991). 
 

 

The environmental rights, information, human rights 
and communication 
 

Environmental rights and environmental  communications  
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are interlinked (Doherty, 2004). The environmental right 
is defined as a bundle of rights relating to the environ-
ment and development. The environmental right includes 
the rights of every being on the earth. It defines the legal 
foundations. It is in fact the procedural and universal 
rights applicable to all beings including the flora and 
fauna. It may include all human rights.  

The maintenance of those rights reflects the environ-
mental justice. It keeps the ecology free from destruction 
and maintains every being’s rights. It ensures the rights 
and duties including the responsibilities balance with the 
nature. It prevents harmful activities to the nature. 
Without maintaining the environmental justice, the 
environmental rights will be meaningless. These rights 
are recognized and protected by the international 
environmental laws which should be realized for the 
beings on the earth. As pointed out by Birnie and Boyle, it 
promotes environmental justice and all initiatives are 
made for the protection of the environment and 
development. The Aarhus Convention (1998) is notable, 
in that it has been used in securing citizens’ rights 
through access to information, public participation and 
access to justice for a healthy environment (Aarhus 
Convention, 1998).The access to information is treated 
as the heart of the sound environmental protection and 
sustainable development. The public participation is the 
heart of democracy and the government is informed 
about their role in the country.  

The access to justice enables people to assist the 
Government to enforce the laws for ensuring environment 
rights. It gives all information and status of the legal 
mechanisms based on the scientific studies. Therefore, 
the concerned authorities including the civil society and 
other stakeholders may be aware of their duties and 
responsibilities. It helps the people during environmental 
decision making. Information is recognized as a 
prerequisite to effective national and international 
environmental management, protection and co-operation. 
It ensures all preventive or mitigating measures to be 
taken for the environment. It also ensures the 
participation of citizens in national decision making 
process and can influence consumer behaviour. It allows 
international community to determine the relations, 
including compliance with the legal obligations. It may be 
treated as one of the pillars of the environmental 
protection and development for achieving the sustainable 
development without which the development can not be 
made possible. The right to information to environment 
has been discussed in many national international and 
regional laws.   

The information relating to the environmental impact 
assessment is one of the main important issues for 
keeping the environment sound and it is one of the main 
techniques for acquiring environmental information. It 
prevents the environmental harm. The environmental 
procedural  rights  are   linked   with   the   human   rights.  
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Environmental rights such as the access to information, 
right to healthy environment, public participation, etc., are 
found in the international and national human rights laws. 
It not only depends on the attitude of the State but also 
the civil society. The environmental rights as mentioned 
in the international environmental laws may be justified in 
connection with the human rights perspective focusing 
the rights mentioned in the International Human Rights 
Legal Foundation such as the Magna Carta, 1215; the 
Petition of Rights, 1628 and the Bill of Rights, 1689; the 
Act of Settlement, 1701; the French Declaration of Rights 
of Man and of the Citizen, 1789, the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights, 1948; the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, 1966; the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966; 
the  International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1966; only for brining 
about the sustainable development and environment. The 
close links are found in the articles mentioned of the 
treaties such as The Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (Art. 4(1)(i); The Biodiversity Convention (Arts 
13, 17), The Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
The Helsinki Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Tran boundary Watercourses and International Lakes 
(Art. 16); The Espoo Convention on Environmental 
Impact Assessment in a Tran boundary Context [(Art. 
3(8)]; The Paris Convention on the North East Atlantic 
(Art. 9).The Regional Human Rights Laws are also 
dealing with the environmental rights, such as the 
European Convention on Human Rights Art. 10, which 
guarantees the freedom to receive information in general. 
It is also observed that the rights relating to the environ-
mental rights in relation to human rights are also found in 
the aims and objectives with mission and vision of the 
Regional Organizations and their laws. Within the 
European Community, the right to information generally 
means that the individual has the right to be informed 
about the environmental compatibility of products, 
manufacturing processes and their effects on the 
environment and industrial installations. Specific 
directives vary in regard to public rights to information 
while others provide that information shall be available to 
the public concerned in accordance with legal pro-
cedures. The Stockholm Declaration, Principle 1 reads 
thus ‘‘Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality 
and adequate conditions of life, in an environment of a 
quality that permits a life of dignity and well being, and he 
bears a solemn responsibility to protect and improve the 
environment for present and future generations.’’ It links 
human rights as a fundamental goal and environmental 
protection as an essential means to achieve the 
adequate conditions for a life of dignity and well being 
that are guaranteed. It is mentioned here that no global 
human rights treaty proclaims a right to environment, 
although, the Universal declaration of human rights and 
other human rights instruments  guarantee  a  right  to  an  

 
 
 
 
adequate quality of life and a right to health. The non 
binding instruments also significantly describe the 
environmental rights.  

The United Nations, the Sub-commission on Prevention 
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities appointed a 
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environ-
ment in 1989 whose final report was delivered in 1994. 
An annex to the report contains draft principles on human 
rights and the environment. The principles explicitly state 
that ‘’All persons have the right to a secure, healthy and 
ecologically sound environment.’’ It means the environ-
mental rights are recognized clearly. It marks the 
international human rights law clearly. It is observed that 
environmental rights in relation to human rights are also 
found in the aims and objectives along with the mission 
and visions of the different organizations with their laws 
and policies.  
 
 
CASE STUDIES 
 
This work has been done as per the methodology 
mentioned earlier in this paper. The respondent’s 
observations are made here in relation to the 
environmental communication: 
 
1. Communication and Reports on the International 
Conferences, seminars, symposium 
2. Communications are to be made for solving the 
problems 
3. Communications dealing with the environmental issues 
4. Balance Living  
5. Peaceful Living 
6. Compliance with the Cultural values 
7. Understanding the values of the language 
8. Attitudes and adaptation to the values and variations 
9. Democratic Practices 
10. Knowledge on the demography  
11. Knowledge based education 
12. Educative Information 
13. Technology based Education 
14. Cultural minded 
15. Understanding the urban and rural environment  
16. Religious with ethics based education 
17. Information on the Environment  
18. Cost-Benefit Analysis based Reports 
19. Environmental Laws and Policies matters 
20. More opportunities and facilities to the environment 
21. Monitoring and Findings 
22. Good talking  
23. Good behaviour 
24. Communications for solution 
25. Environmental Impacts 
26. Preservation Issues 
27. Preventive Issues  
28. Participatory Approach  



 
 
 
 
 
29. Application of the Bottom down Approach, etc. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Every person on this earth must be responsible to the 
concept of the environmental communication and deve-
lopment. In fact, it is a very broad based idea dealing with 
many issues such as good governance, environmental 
ethics, environmental justice, environmental rights, 
human rights, humanitarian issues and the principles as 
underlined in the public international laws and the 
international environmental laws. In order to develop this 
idea, many philanthropic organizations such as the 
United Nations Organizations with its specialized 
agencies such as the United Nations Environmental 
Programs, some regional organizations such as the 
charter of ASEAN, SAARC, OAS, EU, etc., and also 
some international and regional courts have been doing 
research on these issues for our own interest. We need 
to extend our helping hands to all. Finally, many environ-
mental courts and environmental laws and policies have 
been developing in the different countries of the globe; 
we need to implement these mechanisms for our own 
sake. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
After the study, we may draw some recommendations for 
our sustainable development and environment issues as 
follows: It is not so very popular a term but bears 
significance to the environmental conservation and 
development. It needs to popularize among the 
stakeholders. It is closely related with the religious values 
including human rights, ethics that may include this topic 
in the different levels of the curricula. This truth shall be 
understood for our sustainable development and 
environment for our generations on this earth. As human 
beings, we need to cultivate this quality in a broad based 
way and therefore, the necessary mechanism such as 
the adequate funds for research work in this area may be 
made immediately. There are some obstacles to the 
environmental communications such as the non 
compliance with the soft and hard laws that should be 
realized and the relevant activities to be developed. 
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