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This study examined attitude dimensions of secondary school social studies teachers towards computer 
usage in Kogi State Nigeria. Qualification and Gender influence on their use was examined. Participants 
were 427 (Male = 224; female = 203) social studies teachers. Sampling was purposive and random. The 
study adopted the survey design. Data were collected through a Questionnaire and analyzed using mean 
and standard deviation to answer the research questions while t-test was used to test the hypotheses 
at.05 level of significance. The study revealed that Social studies teachers with higher qualification have 
higher negative attitude towards the use of computer than those with lower qualification. Male social 
studies teachers have higher negative attitude towards the use of computer than their female 
counterparts. However, no significant difference was established between male and female social 
studies teachers and use of computer.  It closes with recommendation. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The potential of computer as an effective instructional 
tool has been widely established in literature but many 
questions still remain unanswered. For example, both the 
Federal and State Governments in Nigeria have severally 
called for increased teacher training in computer techno-
logy in order to provide their students with the needed 
tools required in meeting the challenges of academic 
activities. In spite of the laudable motives of the federal 
government and the numerous benefits to which new 
technologies such as computer has on the educational 
field, it appears Social Studies teachers in Nigeria are yet 
to embrace Information and Communication Technology 
such as the use of computers in assisting instructions. 
Some scholars such as Umeh (2001) blame the failure of 
Social Studies teachers’ non implementation of computer 
assisted   learning  on  the  nature  and  character  of  the  

curriculum content. Further, though performance of 
students at Junior School Certificate Examination in 
Social Studies on a general note is good, the expected 
impact on the learners and hence the society is still 
farfetched; there are lots of antisocial behaviour, indis-
cipline in schools, poor knowledge of civic responsibilities 
and this necessitates the urge to source for ways to not 
only being at breast with scientific advances but making 
the subject easy to learn and assimilate. 

Since Social Studies is a subject that is geared toward 
producing effective students who will in turn contribute to 
the growth and development of their immediate commu-
nities, computer literacy becomes a necessity. Clearly 
looking at our school environment these days, it is 
apparent that there are instructional materials including 
computers to help students develop their God-given 
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talents. Teo (2006) and FGN (2004) argued that, the 
success of students learning with computer technology 
depends largely on the attitudes of their teachers and 
their willingness to embrace the technology. Teo‚ further 
affirmed that, gaining appreciation of the teachers’ 
attitude towards computer use may provide useful insight 
into technology integration and acceptance and usage of 
technology in teaching and learning. By implication, 
attitude is one of the determining factors in predicting 
teachers’ behavior towards computer usage. Other 
researchers such as Shapka and Ferrari (2003), Adamu 
(2004) are of the view that if teachers’ attitude to 
computer could be influenced to become positive, then 
we may attain our goals easily. Elsewhere, Osam et al. 
(2011) conducted a research on teachers’ role in 
computer usage and reported that a teacher can only 
successfully assume these roles if he is computer 
literate/ICT compliant. Others include teachers’ factors 
such as qualifications and behavioural differences based 
on gender towards computer usage. Elaine (2005) in 
Alaba (2011) noted that people can be conflicted or 
ambivalent toward an object, meaning that they 
simultaneously possess both positive and negative 
attitudes toward the item in question.   

Since teachers’ attitude to computer usage may have 
positive or negative influence on learners (Kadel, 2005), 
this study therefore seeks to determine the attitude of 
Secondary School social studies teachers towards 
computer usage in Kogi State based on qualification and 
gender. Specifically, the present study examined: 
 
1. The attitude of social studies teachers towards com-
puter usage on the basis of qualification in Kogi State.  
2. The attitude of Social Studies teachers’ towards 
computer usage on the basis of gender in Kogi State. 
 
 
Research questions and hypotheses 
 
The following research questions guided the study: 
1. To what extent do the mean attitude towards computer 
usage of teachers with Nigeria Certificate in Education 
(NCE) and teachers with first degree in Social Studies 
differ?  
2. To what extent do the mean attitude responses of male 
and female Social Studies teachers towards the use of 
computer differ? 
 
The following null hypotheses were tested at 0.05 alpha 
level. 
 
H01 There is no significant difference in the mean 
response scores to attitude test between Social Studies 
teachers with NCE and those with first degree.  
H02 There is no significant difference in the mean 
response scores in attitude test on use of computer 
between male and female Social Studies teachers. 

 
 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
For the purpose of this study, the researcher sampled only 280 
schools out of 290 schools in Kogi State of Nigeria for 2011/2012 
session. The participants were 427 Social Studies teachers (224 
males and 203 females made up of 267 NCE and 160 first degree 
teachers) from the 3 senatorial districts in the State who were 
purposively and randomly sampled. Reason for the purposive and 
random sampling was that some schools have a relatively small 
number of Social Studies teachers; hence all social studies 
teachers in such schools were used as sample. Besides, the 
sample size of 427 represents 93.4 % of the study population of 
457.  

The inclusion of the variable of qualification (NCE and first 
degree) in this work was informed by the fact that there are 
assumptions that one’s qualification and recent graduation from 
school (in this case most teachers with NCE are fresh from school 
looking for money to go back for their first degree) may influence 
their use of information technology. This study may be in position to 
lend empirical support to these assumptions especially on the 
extent to which it is correct or not. 

The study used Social Studies Teachers’ Attitude Towards 
Computer Usage Questionnaire (SSTATCUQ) developed by the 
researchers based on established procedures in literature. The 
reliability index for SSTATCUQ was estimated using Cronbach 
Alpha and was found to be 0.85. The instrument (SSTATCUQ) 
consisted of 22 items which required Social Studies teachers to 
express their degree of agreement with each statement on a five-
point Likert scale: (SA=Strongly Agree = 5 points; A= Agreed = 4 
points; Undecided= 3 points, D= Disagreed = 2 points, and SD= 
Strongly Disagreed = 1 point). Scores involves allotting 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 
for the responses SA, A, U, D, SD respectively for items designated 
as positive (+) and allotting 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for the responses SD, D, U, 
A, SA respectively for items designated as negative (-).   
In taking decision, rating from SSTATCUQ was interpreted as 
follows: 
 
a. 1.00 – 2.49 Positive Attitude (PA) 
b. 2.50 – 3.00 Undecided (U) 
c. 3.10 – 5.00 Negative Attitude (NA) 
 
This decision was arrived at considering the fact that the instrument 
is a 5-point scale. Thus 5+4+3+2+1 = 15. Average is therefore 3.0 
(15/5) which represents the undecided person. Considering the 
lower and upper boundaries for the 3 levels of decision taking of all 
the responses in the instrument, this decision is arrived at. Based 
on the way the items are structured in the instrument, that is, 
negatively toned; high mean therefore stands for negative attitude 
while low mean stands for positive attitude. The interpretation for 
SSTATCUQ was such that low mean (1.00 – 2.49) stands for 
positive attitude since most items were in negative form while high 
mean (3.10 – 5.00) is taken as negative attitude.  
 
 
Research question 1 

 
To what extent do the mean attitude towards computer usage of 
teacher with NCE and teachers with degree in social studies differ?  
 
Table 1 reveals the mean attitude scores for NCE and bachelors 
degree social studies teachers in Kogi State. Teachers with NCE 
and bachelor’s degree have negative attitude to items 1, 2, 3 4, 5, 
6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 while they 
were not decided to items 8 and 13. The mean attitude scores (3.54 
and 3.52) indicate that social studies teachers’ attitude towards the 
use of computer is negative and do not differ much on the basis of 
qualification. 



 

Achor and Shaibu          1773 
 
 
 
Table 1. Attitude mean ratings and standard deviations of teachers with NCE and degree towards the use of computer. 
 

S/no Item description NCE teachers Graduate teachers 

N Mean SD Remark N Mean SD Remark 

1 Given the opportunity to use a computer, I, am afraid 
that, I might damage it 

267 4.08 1.25 Negative 160 4.27 0.98 Negative 

          

2 I hesitate to use a computer for fear of making 
mistakes I can’t correct. 

267 3.32 1.24 ,, 160 3.38 1.27 ,, 

          

3 I don’t feel apprehensive about using a computer. 267 3.73 1.26 ,, 160 3.84 1.21 ,, 

4 Computers make me feel uncomfortable. 267 3.23 1.51 ,, 160 3.42 1.50 ,, 

5 I do not get bored when using a computer. 267 3.26 1.39 ,, 160 3.24 1.40 ,, 

6 I hesitate to use a computer in case I look stupid. 267 3.36 1.34 ,, 160 3.20 1.38 ,, 

7 Computer does not help me to be creative. 267 3.10 1.38 ,, 160 3.04 1.41 ,, 

8 Computers do not make it possible to work more 
productively. 

267 2.89 1.44 Undecided 160 2.80 1.40 Undecided 

          

9 Computers can’t allow me to do more interesting and 
imaginative work. 

267 3.10 1.37 Negative 160 3.06 1.34 Negative 

          

10 Most things that a computer can be used for I can do 
just as well myself in the teaching and learning of 
Social Studies. 

267 3.75 1.34 ,, 160 3.80 1.25 ,, 

          

11 Computers cant enhance the presentation of my 
work to a degree which justifies the extra effort in the 
teaching and learning of Social Studies in school. 

267 3.86 1.40 ,, 160 3.64 1.40 ,, 

          

12 I could probably teach myself most of the things I 
need to know about computers in the teaching and 
learning of Social Studies in school. 

267 3.75 1.27 ,, 160 3.76 1.28 ,, 

          

13 I can’t make the computer do what I want it do. 267 2.72 1.38 Undecided 160 2.74 1.38 Undecided 

14 If I get problems doing the computer, I can usually 
solve them one way or the other. 

267 3.63 1.34 Negative 160 3.52 1.36 Negative 

          

15 I am not in complete control when I use a computer 
in the teaching and learning of Social Studies in 
school. 

267 2.99 1.41 ,, 160 3.04 1.22 ,, 

          

16 I need an experienced person nearby when I use a 
computer. 

267 3.99 1.21 ,, 160 3.91 1.22 ,, 

          

17 I just feel computer is not useful for teaching. 267 4.03 1.16 ,, 160 3.84 1.22 ,, 

18 I do not need someone to tell me the best way to use 
a computer in the teaching and learning of Social 
Studies in school. 

267 3.42 1.26 ,, 160 3.38 1.24 ,, 

          

19 I would avoid taking a teaching job in Social Studies 
if I knew it involved working with computer 

267 3.52 1.24 ,, 160 3.51 1.35 ,, 

          

20 I avoid coming into contact with computers in school. 267 3.69 1.30 ,, 160 3.63 1.35 ,, 

21 I only use computers at school when I am told to. 267 3.68 0.77 ,, 160 3.72 0.74 ,, 

22 I will not use computers regularly throughout school. 267 4.69 0.47 ,, 160 4.71 0.45 ,, 

 Grand Mean 267 3.54   160 3.52  ,, 

 
 
 
Research question two 
 
To what extent is the mean attitude response of male and female 
social studies teachers towards the use of computers in secondary  

school different? 
 
Table 2 reveals the mean attitude scores for male and female social 
studies  teachers  in  Kogi  State.   Male   teachers   with   NCE  and  
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Table 2. Attitude mean ratings and standard deviations of male and female teachers towards the use of computer. 
 

S/No Item Description Male Female 

N Mean SD Rmk N Mean SD Rmk 

1 Given the opportunity to use a computer, I, am afraid that, I 
might damage it 

224 4.10 1.19 Negative 203 4.21 1.11 Negative 

          

2 I hesitate to use a computer for fear of making mistakes I can’t 
correct. 

224 3.29 1.25 ,, 203 3.39 1.24 ,, 

          

3 I don’t feel apprehensive about using a computer. 224 3.75 1.25 ,, 203 3.79 1.23 ,, 

4 Computers make me feel uncomfortable. 224 3.19 1.53 ,, 203 3.42 1.47 ,, 

5 I do not get bored when using a computer. 224 3.26 1.43 ,, 203 3.25 1.35 ,, 

6 I hesitate to use a computer in case I look stupid. 224 3.38 1.37 ,, 203 3.21 1.35 ,, 

7 Computer does not help me to be creative. 224 3.12 1.39 ,, 203 3.03 1.40 ,, 

8 Computer does not make it possible to work more productively. 224 2.88 1.38 Undecided 203 2.82 1.46 Undecided 

9 Computers can’t allow me to do more interesting and 
imaginative work. 

224 3.14 1.38 Negative 203 3.03 1.34 Negative 

          

10 Most things that a computer can be used for I can do just as 
well myself in the teaching and learning of Social Studies. 

224 3.82 1.25 ,, 203 3.70 1.37 ,, 

          

11 Computers cant enhance the presentation of my work to a 
degree which justifies the extra effort in the teaching and 
learning of Social Studies in school. 

224 3.78 1.40 ,, 203 3.7768 1.39 ,, 

          

12 I could probably teach myself most of the things I need to know 
about computers in the teaching and learning. 

224 3.86 

 

1.22 ,, 203 3.64 1.33 ,, 

          

13 I can’t make the computer do what I want it do. 224 2.78 1.40 Undecided 203 2.67 1.35 Undecided 

14 If I get problems doing the computer, I can usually solve them 
one way or the other. 

224 3.60 1.34 Negative 203 3.57 1.36 Negative 

          

15 I am not in complete control when I use a computer in the 
teaching and learning 

224 2.60 1.39 Undecided 203 2.96 1.39 Undecided 

          

16 I need an experienced person nearby when I use a computer. 224 3.06 1.27 Negative 203 4.02 1.14 Negative 

17 I just feel computer is not useful for teaching. 224 3.93 1.21 ,, 203 4.00 1.15 ,, 

18 I do not need someone to tell me the best way to use a 
computer in the teaching and learning of Social Studies in 
school. 

224 3.45 1.23 ,, 203 3.35 1.26 ,, 

          

19 I would avoid taking a teaching job in Social Studies if I knew it 
involved working with computer 

224 3.58 1.17 ,, 203 3.44 1.31 ,, 

          

20 I avoid coming into contact with computers in school. 224 3.65 1.35 ,, 203 3.69 1.29 ,, 

21 I only use computers at school when I am told to do so. 224 3.70 0.74 ,, 203 3.69 0.78 ,, 

22 I will not use computers regularly throughout school. 224 4.71 0.46 ,, 203 4.68 0.47 ,, 

 Grand Mean 224 3.27  ,, 203 3.52  ,, 

 
 
 
bachelor degree all have negative attitude to items 1, 2, 3 4, 5, 6, 7, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 while they were all 
undecided to items 8, 13 and 15. The grand mean attitude scores 
towards the use of computer was negative and did not differ on the 
basis of sex. 
 
 
Hypothesis One 
 
There  is   no  significant  difference  between  the  mean  scores  in  

attitude on the use of computer between social studies teachers 
with NCE and those with degree. 

From Table 3, the results of the t-test shows significant difference  
(3.27 and 3.52) indicate that social studies teachers’ attitude in the 
mean ratings of social studies teachers’ attitude toward the use of 
computer on the basis of qualification. This is indicated by t425 = 
6.33, p = .042. This result affirms that there is significant difference 
between the mean rating on the attitude of NCE and bachelor 
degree social studies teachers on the use of computer. Thus, the 
hypothesis of no significant difference was not retained.  
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Table 3. Independent samples test on mean response scores for social studies teachers’ 
attitude towards computer based on qualification. 
 

Qualification N Mean Std. deviation t-cal df Sig. 

NCE 267 67.7790 9.91922    

Degree 160 77.4438 10.55727 6.330 425 .042 

Total 427      

 
 
 

Table 4. Independent samples test on mean response scores for social studies teachers’ 
attitude towards computer based on sex. 
 

Sex N Mean Std. deviation t-cal df Sig. 

NCE 224 77.9241 10.32905    

Degree 203 77.3547 9.96987 .578 425 .563 

Total 427      

 
 
 
Hypothesis two 
 
There is no significant difference between the mean response 
scores to attitude between male and female social studies teachers. 
 
Difference in attitude towards use of computer on the basis of 

gender is not significant at 05.P . This is evident from Table 4 

with t425 = .578, p = .563. The implication is that there is no 
significant difference between the attitude of male and female social 
studies teachers towards the use of computer. Thus, the hypothesis 
of no significant difference was not retained.  

 
 
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
 
Social studies teachers’ attitude to computer usage was 
analyzed using mean, standard deviations and t-test. The 
result of this study has shown that social studies teachers 
generally have negative attitude towards computer usage 
and that teachers with bachelor degree have higher 
negative attitude towards the use of computer than 
teachers with NCE. This result affirms that there is 
significant difference between the mean rating on the 
attitude of NCE and bachelor degree social studies 
teachers on the use of computer. This finding is in 
disagreement with the findings of Grant and Mims (2010) 
in Alaba (2011) which reported that teachers with higher 
qualification display positive attitude towards the use of 
computers more than their colleagues with lower qualifi-
cation. Similarly, the outcome of this study was in 
disagreement with Bauer and Kenton (2005) who 
reported that teachers of higher educational qualification 
were more positively disposed than those who were less 
educationally qualified. By implication, simply having 
computer as an instructional tool in schools will not 
guarantee their effective use regardless of the quantity 
and quality of technology placed in classrooms, therefore 
no excuse for any 21st century teacher irrespective of 
academic attainment or qualification to display negative 

perception and attitude towards emerging instructional 
technologies. On the second look majority of teachers 
with NCE are young and therefore had a little experience 
of computer while in school as general studies. They are 
equally more agile and open to new knowledge 
compared to graduate teachers who on the average are 
older. Teachers must have the right attitude towards 
computer usage to brace up to the challenges of the 21

st
 

century. 
Emanating also from the findings of study is that, male 

teachers have higher negative attitude towards the use of 
computer than female teachers, though there was no 
significant difference between the attitude of male and 
female social studies teachers toward the use of 
computer. This finding is in disagreement with the 
findings of Jackson et al. (2001), Schaumburg (2001), 
Kadel (2005) and Bebetsos and Antoniou (2005) which 
reported that females have more negative attitude 
towards computer. It is common to reason along with this 
research finding in Nigeria as we have more ladies as 
school and company secretaries who are experts in 
computer operation. It is therefore not surprising to see 
females with less negative attitude compared to the 
males. However, the fact that the difference among them 
was not significant guarantees the use of similar 
approach to improve the positive attitude of both sexes 
towards the use of computer in Kogi State. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

This study has examined the attitude of social studies 
teachers towards computer usage in Kogi State. From 
the study it can be concluded that teachers generally 
have negative attitude towards computer usage irres-
pective of sex but teachers with bachelor degree have 
higher negative attitude towards the use of computer than 
those with NCE. This result affirms that there is significant  
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difference between the mean rating on the attitude of 
NCE and bachelor degree social studies teachers on the 
use of computer.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
The implication of the results of this study and the 
associated recommendations as it borders on social 
studies education in Kogi State are as follows: 
  
1. Educationally biased Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) that would anchor on effective CAI in 
social studies teaching and learning should be initiated, 
maintained and sustained for the benefit of students and 
social studies teachers in Kogi State of Nigeria. The 
collaborative action and participation of government and 
non-governmental organization would most possibly 
produce the desired result within the shortest time 
possible. This would provide necessary foundation 
needed to enhance teacher’s level of computer literacy 
and attitude towards computer usage in the teaching and 
learning of social studies in schools.  
2. All secondary schools social studies department in 
Nigeria, most especially in Kogi State should be furnished 
with computers, computer laboratories and sustainable 
electric power supply to enhance the use of computer as 
an instructional tool. This may go a long way to improving 
teacher’s attitude towards computer usage in the 
teaching and learning of social studies.   
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