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The religious landscape in Nigeria, characterized by the dominance of Islam and Christianity, has
witnessed a surge in religious indoctrination, driven by extreme interpretations of religious texts. This
phenomenon has implications for social cohesion, exacerbating existing tensions along ethnic and
religious lines. Additionally, the questionable management of resources by religious leaders further
complicates the socio-economic landscape. Research indicates that religious leaders wield significant
influence in shaping public opinion and often use their platforms to propagate ideologies that may not
align with principles of inclusivity and tolerance. The lack of transparency and accountability in the use
of resources within religious institutions raises ethical concerns, as substantial funds, obtained through
donations and tithes, are not consistently directed toward community development or poverty alleviation
projects. The consequences of these intertwined issues extend to the socio-economic development of
Nigeria and Africa. Divisive ideologies perpetuated through religious indoctrination contribute to social
unrest, hindering progress and economic stability. Moreover, the mismanagement of resources by
religious leaders exacerbates wealth inequality and deprives communities of essential services.
Addressing these challenges requires fostering an environment that encourages religious tolerance,
inclusivity, and accountability among religious leaders. Government regulatory bodies, civil society
organizations, and the international community play crucial roles in ensuring transparency and
accountability in the use of resources within religious institutions.
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INTRODUCTION

Religion plays a significant role in shaping the cultural,
social, and economic landscapes of nations, especially in
Africa. Nigeria, as one of the most populous countries on
the continent, is deeply influenced by religious beliefs and
practices. However, concerns have been raised about the
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impact of religious indoctrination and the questionable
management of resources by religious leaders in Nigeria
and across Africa. Religious indoctrination and poor
resource management in Nigeria and Africa at large have
resulted in profound damages, disasters, harm, and
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extensive human drain or brainwashing, perpetuated by
the questionable actions of religious leaders. This critical
examination aims to shed light on the alarming
consequences of these intertwined issues, exploring the
extent of the harm caused and the potential for widespread
socio-economic disasters.

Religious indoctrination, characterized by extreme
interpretations of religious texts, has deeply impacted
societal fabric, exacerbating existing tensions along ethnic
and religious lines (Smith, 2019). This has led to divisive
ideologies that sow discord, hampering social cohesion
and fostering an environment of distrust among
communities. The consequences of such indoctrination
extend beyond ideological differences, often resulting in
tangible disasters and harms that affect the well-being of
individuals and communities.

Moreover, the mismanagement of resources by religious
leaders has contributed to a dire situation characterized by
economic  exploitation and  extortion.  Financial
contributions from followers, in the form of donations and
tithes, are often diverted toward the opulent lifestyles of
religious leaders rather than directed towards community
development or poverty alleviation initiatives (Adewale,
2020). This exploitation has created a drain on the
resources that could otherwise be utilized for the
betterment of society.

The phenomenon of brainwashing, intertwined with
religious indoctrination, involves the manipulation of
individuals' beliefs and behaviors, leading to a loss of
critical thinking and autonomy (Smith, 2019). This
insidious process results in a significant human drain,
robbing communities of their intellectual and creative
potential, further hindering socio-economic development.

As this critical examination unfolds, it aims to illuminate
the extensive damages caused by the intertwining forces
of religious indoctrination and poor resource management,
emphasizing the urgency of addressing these issues for
the betterment of Nigerian and African societies.

THE IMPACT OF RELIGION

The impact of religion on Nigerians, in particular, and
Africans in general, is diverse and multifaceted, influencing
various aspects of individuals' lives, social structures, and
cultural practices.

Cultural identity and heritage

Religion plays a significant role in shaping cultural identity
and heritage in Nigeria and Africa. Indigenous belief
systems, along with Christianity and Islam, contribute to
the rich tapestry of cultural practices, rituals, and traditions
(Mbiti, 1990). Mbiti (1990) emphasizes the intertwining of
religious beliefs with cultural identity, highlighting the
influence of indigenous and introduced religions on African
cultural practices.

Social cohesion and community bonds

Religion often serves as a unifying force, fostering social
cohesion and community bonds. Religious gatherings,
rituals, and festivals provide opportunities for individuals to
come together, reinforcing a sense of belonging and
shared values within communities (Asamoah-Gyadu,
2005). Asamoah-Gyadu (2005) discusses the role of
religion in fostering social cohesion, emphasizing its
impact on community bonds within African societies.

Moral and ethical frameworks

Religious teachings provide moral and ethical frameworks
that guide individuals' behavior. Christianity, Islam, and
traditional African religions contribute to shaping ethical
values, influencing personal conduct, and promoting
principles of justice and compassion (Adewale, 2020).
Adewale (2020) highlights the influence of religious
teachings on ethical values and behavior, emphasizing
their role in shaping personal conduct.

Educational practices and attitudes

Religious beliefs can influence educational practices and
attitudes. Some religious communities place a high value
on education, emphasizing knowledge acquisition and
critical thinking, while others may have specific views on
educational content and practices (Oosthuizen, 2003).
Oosthuizen (2003) explores the impact of religious beliefs
on educational practices in African communities,
emphasizing the diverse attitudes toward education.

Political engagement and identity

Religion often intersects with political engagement and
identity. Religious leaders may play influential roles in
shaping political opinions, and individuals may identify
strongly with their religious affiliations in the political
sphere, impacting voting patterns and civic engagement
(Smith, 2019). Smith (2019) discusses the influence of
religious leaders on public opinion in Nigeria, emphasizing
the intersection of religion and politics.

Challenges and conflicts

While religion can foster unity, it can also contribute to
challenges and conflicts. Interreligious tensions, religiously
motivated violence, and extremist ideologies have been
sources of conflict in Nigeria and other African regions,
impacting social harmony and stability (Okafor, 2022).
Okafor (2022) explores the impact of religious
indoctrination on social harmony in Nigeria, discussing the
potential challenges and conflicts arising from extreme



religious ideologies.

The impact of religion on Nigerians and Africans is
profound, influencing cultural identity, social cohesion,
moral frameworks, educational practices, political
engagement, and, at times, contributing to challenges and
conflicts within society. Understanding these impacts
requires acknowledging the diversity of religious beliefs
and practices across the continent.

RELIGIOUS INDOCTRINATION IN NIGERIA

Nigeria is characterized by its diverse religious landscape,
with Islam and Christianity being the dominant faiths.
Unfortunately, religious indoctrination, often driven by
extreme interpretations of religious texts, has been on the
rise. This phenomenon can have detrimental effects on
societal harmony and contribute to the exacerbation of
existing social, ethnic, and religious tensions. According to
recent research, the influence of religious leaders in
shaping public opinion is immense (Smith, 2019). They
often use their positions to propagate certain ideologies
that may not align with the principles of inclusivity and
tolerance. This can lead to the marginalization of certain
groups and hinder the development of a cohesive and
united society. Religious indoctrination in Nigeria is a
complex phenomenon marked by the propagation of
extreme interpretations of religious texts, leading to
significant societal impacts. The influences of both Islam
and Christianity are prominent, contributing to diverse
forms of indoctrination practices.

Islamic extremism

One manifestation of religious indoctrination in Nigeria is
the rise of Islamic extremism, particularly in the northern
regions. Groups like Boko Haram have exploited religious
sentiments, promoting a radical interpretation of Islam that
advocates for the establishment of a strict Islamic state.
Their actions, including attacks on schools and religious
institutions, reflect the damaging consequences of
extreme indoctrination (Smith, 2019).

Christian prosperity gospel

On the Christian front, the prosperity gospel movement
has gained prominence, especially in Southern Nigeria.
This form of indoctrination teaches that material wealth
and success are signs of God's favor, often leading to the
exploitation of followers through financial demands such
as tithes and offerings (Adewale, 2020).

Ethnic and sectarian tensions

Religious indoctrination has also contributed to the
exacerbation of ethnic and sectarian tensions in Nigeria.
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For example, the clashes between Fulani herders,
primarily Muslims, and farmers from other ethnic groups,
often Christians, have taken on a religious dimension,
fueled by indoctrination that reinforces communal divisions
(Okafor, 2022).

Influence of religious leaders on politics

Religious leaders' involvement in politics is another aspect
of indoctrination in Nigeria. Some clerics use their
platforms to endorse political candidates based on
religious affiliations, influencing public opinion and
exacerbating political and religious divisions (Smith, 2019).

Religious indoctrination in Nigeria takes various forms,
from Islamic extremism to the prosperity gospel,
contributing to social, political, and economic challenges.

RELIGIOUS INDOCTRINATION IN AFRICA

Religious indoctrination in the African context is a
multifaceted phenomenon influenced by diverse religious
traditions, cultural dynamics, and socio-political factors.

Diversity of religious traditions

Africa is characterized by a rich tapestry of religious
traditions, including indigenous belief systems, Christianity,
Islam, and various syncretic practices. Religious
indoctrination in Africa is influenced by the coexistence
and interactions of these diverse traditions, each
contributing to the shaping of beliefs and practices within
communities (Mbiti, 1990).

Syncretism and hybrid beliefs

In many African societies, religious indoctrination often
involves syncretism, where traditional beliefs are
intertwined with elements of Christianity or Islam. This
blending of religious practices reflects the adaptability of
African communities and the coalescence of various
spiritual influences (Asamoah-Gyadu, 2005).

Influence of charismatic leaders

Charismatic religious leaders play a significant role in the
indoctrination process in Africa. These leaders, whether in
traditional African religions, Christianity, or Islam, leverage
their charisma to influence followers and shape their
beliefs. The charisma of leaders contributes to the
emotional and spiritual impact of religious indoctrination
(Freston, 2008).

Impact on social and political dynamics

Religious indoctrination in Africa extends beyond individual
belief systems and influences broader social and political
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dynamics. In some instances, religious leaders have
played pivotal roles in political movements or conflicts,
leveraging their religious influence to shape the direction
of societies (Olivier, 2016).

Religious indoctrination in the African context is a
complex and dynamic process shaped by the coexistence
of diverse religious traditions, syncretism, charismatic
leadership, and the broader influence on social and
political dynamics. Understanding these factors is crucial
for appreciating the rich tapestry of religious beliefs and
practices across the continent.

IMPACT OF EXTERNAL FACTORS ON RELIGIOUS
INDOCTRINATION AND POOR RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT IN NIGERIAN AND AFRICAN
CONTEXT

Religious indoctrination and poor resource management
are significant challenges faced by many African nations,
including Nigeria. The influence of external factors, namely
political instability, economic conditions, and social
dynamics, on the Nigerian and broader African context is
worrisome.

Political instability in Nigeria and across Africa has been
a persistent issue, characterized by frequent changes in
leadership, governance crises, and conflicts. According to
Azeez (2019), political instability often breeds religious
extremism as opportunistic actors exploit the resulting
chaos to advance their ideological agendas. This instability
undermines state capacity to effectively regulate and
monitor religious activities, facilitating the spread of radical
doctrines and indoctrination (Amaladoss, 2017). Moreover,
instability hampers resource allocation and management,
as governments prioritize short-term political gains over
long-term developmental strategies (Malaolu, 2018).

Economic challenges, such as poverty, unemployment,
and income inequality, exacerbate religious indoctrination
and poor resource management in Nigeria and Africa. A
study by Onyebuchi (2018) highlights that economic
deprivation creates fertile ground for extremist groups to
recruit disenfranchised individuals seeking purpose and
economic security. Additionally, economic downturns
strain government resources, leading to inadequate
investment in education, healthcare, and infrastructure —
essential components for countering indoctrination and
promoting effective resource management (Asongu and
Nwachukwu, 2016).

Social dynamics, including cultural divisions, identity
politics, and social exclusion, significantly impact religious
indoctrination and resource management in Nigeria and
Africa. Research by Akinola and Madu (2020) emphasizes
how ethnic and religious tensions fuel sectarian conflicts,
fostering environments conducive to extremist ideologies.
Moreover, social inequalities and discrimination
marginalize certain groups, perpetuating cycles of poverty
and reinforcing extremist narratives (Anugwom and Tella,

2019). These dynamics hinder cooperation and trust
among diverse communities, impeding efforts to address
resource mismanagement collectively.

Political instability, economic conditions, and social
dynamics are external factors that contribute to religious
indoctrination and poor resource management in Nigeria
and Africa. These challenges require holistic approaches
that prioritize stability, economic development, and social
cohesion. Effective governance, inclusive economic
policies, and social integration initiatives are crucial for
mitigating the impacts of these external factors and
fostering sustainable development in the region.

POOR RESOURCE MANAGEMENT BY RELIGIOUS
LEADERS

In addition to concerns about religious indoctrination, there
is a growing awareness of the questionable management
of resources by religious leaders. Many religious
institutions in Nigeria and Africa, both Islamic and
Christian, possess vast resources in the form of donations,
tithes, and other financial contributions from their followers
(Obi, 2021). However, there is a lack of transparency and
accountability in how these resources are utilized.
Research indicates that a significant portion of the funds
received by religious institutions is not directed towards
community development or poverty alleviation projects
(Adewale, 2020). Instead, these resources often contribute
to the opulent lifestyles of religious leaders, raising ethical
concerns among the public.

Lack of transparency and accountability

One aspect of poor resource management involves the
lack of transparency and accountability within religious
institutions. Financial transactions, including donations,
tithes, and other contributions, are often handled without
adequate oversight, raising questions about the destination
of these funds (Adewale, 2020).

Opulent lifestyles of religious leaders

Poor resource management is evident when substantial
funds intended for community development or poverty
alleviation are directed towards sustaining opulent
lifestyles of religious leaders. Lavish spending on personal
luxuries rather than on philanthropic initiatives diminishes
the potential positive impact of these resources (Adewale,
2020).

Limited investment in community development

Some religious institutions are criticized for their
inadequate investment in community development



initiatives. Despite receiving significant financial support
from followers, these organizations may fall short in
implementing projects that address social issues such as
education, healthcare, and poverty alleviation (Okafor,
2022).

Exclusionary resource allocation

Poor resource management can also manifest in
exclusionary practices, where resources are directed
toward specific individuals or groups associated with the
religious leader, neglecting the broader needs of the
community. This selective allocation can exacerbate social
divisions and hinder inclusive development (Okafor, 2022).

Poor resource management by religious leaders
involves a range of issues, including the lack of
transparency, allocation of funds for personal luxury,
limited investment in community development, and
exclusionary resource practices. Addressing these
challenges requires a commitment to transparency,
accountability, and a focus on utilizing resources for the
collective benefit of the community.

CONSEQUENCES FOR
DEVELOPMENT

SOCIO-ECONOMIC

The intertwining issues of religious indoctrination and poor
resource management have far-reaching consequences
for the socio-economic development of Nigeria and Africa.
The perpetuation of divisive ideologies can lead to social
unrest, hindering progress and economic stability (Okafor,
2022). Moreover, the mismanagement of resources by
religious leaders deprives communities of essential
services and contributes to the widening wealth gap. In
order to address these challenges, it is crucial to promote
transparency and accountability within  religious
institutions. Government regulatory bodies, civil society
organizations, and the international community can play a
pivotal role in ensuring that religious leaders are held
accountable for the resources entrusted to them by their
followers.

Social cohesion and unity

Positive religious indoctrination and cultural practices can
contribute to social cohesion and unity within communities.
When religious teachings emphasize values such as
compassion, empathy, and communal well-being, they can
foster a sense of unity among diverse populations,
positively influencing social relationships and cooperation
(Asamoah-Gyadu, 2005).

Conflict and division

Conversely, negative consequences may arise when
religious indoctrination is associated with extremist views
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or intolerance. Instances of religiously motivated conflicts,
such as those influenced by radical interpretations of Islam
or religious extremism, can lead to social division and
hinder socio-economic development (Okafor, 2022).

Educational attainment

Cultural influences and religious beliefs can shape
attitudes toward education. Positive cultural practices that
value education and critical thinking may contribute to
higher educational attainment levels, whereas negative
influences may hinder access to education, particularly for
marginalized groups (Mbiti, 1990).

Economic practices and entrepreneurship

Cultural and religious values can influence economic
practices and entrepreneurship. Positive cultural values
that encourage hard work, honesty, and community
cooperation may contribute to economic development.
However, negative influences, such as exploitative
economic practices associated with certain religious
leaders, can hinder economic progress (Adewale, 2020).

Health and well-being

Cultural and religious beliefs can also impact health
practices. Positive influences may lead to community-
based health initiatives, while negative influences, such as
the rejection of certain medical interventions due to
religious beliefs, can have detrimental effects on public
health (Oosthuizen, 2003). The consequences for socio-
economic  development resulting from religious
indoctrination and cultural influences in Africa are diverse.
While positive influences can contribute to social cohesion,
educational attainment, economic development, and
community well-being, negative influences may lead to
conflict, division, hindrances to education, and economic
exploitation. Understanding the complex interplay between
religious indoctrination, cultural practices, and socio-
economic development is essential for crafting policies
that promote positive outcomes within African societies.

ROLE OF POLICY MAKER

The role of policy makers in addressing religious
indoctrination in Nigeria and Africa is crucial, as
government policies can significantly influence the extent
to which religious indoctrination is regulated, mitigated, or
exacerbated.

Promotion of religious freedom and tolerance

Policy makers play a key role in promoting religious
freedom and tolerance through legislation and
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enforcement. By establishing legal frameworks that protect
individuals' right to practice their faith while fostering an
environment of inclusivity, policy makers can contribute to
minimizing religious indoctrination (Okafor, 2022). Okafor
(2022) emphasizes the importance of policies that promote
religious tolerance and inclusivity to mitigate the impact of
religious indoctrination on social harmony in Nigeria.

Education policies

Policies related to education are instrumental in shaping
the discourse around religious indoctrination. Curriculum
development, teacher training, and educational materials
can be structured to encourage critical thinking, religious
diversity, and cultural understanding. Such policies can
help counteract indoctrination by fostering a well-rounded
and tolerant educational environment (Oosthuizen, 2003).
Oosthuizen (2003) discusses the role of education policies
in shaping cultural and religious practices, influencing the
way individuals are introduced to different belief systems.

Regulation of religious institutions

Policy makers have the authority to regulate religious
institutions to ensure transparency, accountability, and
adherence to ethical standards. Establishing mechanisms
for financial accountability, monitoring the content of
religious teachings, and ensuring compliance with laws
can help mitigate the potential negative consequences of
religious indoctrination (Adewale, 2020). Adewale (2020)
underscores the need for policies that address financial
accountability in religious organizations to prevent
exploitation and misuse of resources.

Promotion of interfaith dialogue

Policy makers can facilitate interfaith dialogue initiatives to
promote understanding and collaboration among different
religious communities. Through policies that encourage
dialogue and discourage discrimination based on religious
beliefs, policy makers contribute to fostering an
environment where diverse religious perspectives coexist
peacefully (Smith, 2019). Smith (2019) highlights the
influence of policy makers in creating an atmosphere
conducive to interfaith dialogue, which can counteract
divisive religious indoctrination.

Combating extremism

Policies addressing security and counterterrorism are
essential in combating religious extremism that may lead
to indoctrination. By implementing measures to identify
and counter radical ideologies, policy makers can

contribute to preventing the spread of extremist religious
teachings that may lead to violence and social instability
(Okafor, 2022). Okafor (2022) discusses the role of
policies in addressing religious extremism and its impact
on social harmony in Nigeria. Policy makers in Nigeria and
Africa have a pivotal role in addressing religious
indoctrination through the formulation and implementation
of effective policies. These policies can promote religious
freedom, foster inclusive education, regulate religious
institutions, encourage interfaith dialogue, and combat
extremism, contributing to a more harmonious and tolerant
society.

CONCLUSION

The complex interplay between religious indoctrination
and poor resource management in Nigeria and Africa at
large poses significant challenges to socio-economic
development. It is imperative for society to foster an
environment that encourages religious tolerance,
inclusivity, and accountability among religious leaders. By
addressing these issues, nations can pave the way for a
more harmonious and prosperous future. In examining the
nexus of religious indoctrination and poor resource
management in the Nigerian and broader African context,
it is evident that these interrelated issues pose significant
challenges to social, economic, and cultural development.
The intricate relationship between religious beliefs, cultural
practices, and resource allocation has far-reaching
implications that necessitate a nuanced understanding for
effective intervention and policy formulation. Religious
indoctrination, manifested through various beliefs and
practices, has both positive and negative impacts. While it
can foster a sense of community, ethical frameworks, and
cultural identity, extreme manifestations may lead to
divisive ideologies, conflicts, and exploitation. Additionally,
poor resource management within religious institutions,
marked by financial opacity and sometimes extravagant
lifestyles, hinders the potential positive contributions that
religious organizations can make to societal development.

The consequences of these challenges are visible in
socio-economic disparities, educational shortcomings,
and conflicts that hinder progress. Addressing these
issues requires a collaborative and comprehensive
approach involving religious leaders, policy makers, and
communities. Emphasizing religious tolerance,
implementing transparent financial practices, and
promoting inclusive community development initiatives are
crucial steps toward mitigating the negative impacts of
religious indoctrination and poor resource management. In
navigating this complex terrain, it is imperative for policy
makers to strike a balance between respecting religious
freedoms and ensuring accountability. Educational
reforms that promote critical thinking, interfaith dialogue,
and cultural understanding can contribute to building a
more tolerant and cohesive society. Simultaneously,



measures to enhance financial accountability within
religious institutions and promote ethical resource
management are pivotal for maximizing the positive social
contributions of these organizations. While the challenges
are substantial, they present opportunities for growth and
positive transformation. By acknowledging the interplay of
religion and resource management, and implementing
targeted interventions, Nigeria and Africa can harness the
potential of religious diversity for inclusive development.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The study suggests the following recommendations based
on its findings:

1. Promotion of religious tolerance: Encourage policies
and initiatives that promote religious tolerance,
understanding, and respect for diverse beliefs. Interfaith
dialogue programs and educational campaigns can
contribute to fostering a climate of mutual respect and
cooperation (Smith, 2019).

2. Education reforms: Implement educational reforms that
promote critical thinking, cultural awareness, and
inclusivity. Curriculum development should reflect diverse
religious perspectives, fostering an environment where
students can appreciate different beliefs and values
(Oosthuizen, 2003).

3. Financial accountability in religious institutions:
Strengthen regulations and oversight mechanisms to
ensure financial accountability in religious institutions.
Policies should be in place to prevent exploitation, misuse
of resources, and the diversion of funds meant for
community development (Adewale, 2020).

4. Community-based initiatives: Facilitate community-
based initiatives that promote socio-economic
development, healthcare, and education. Collaborative
efforts involving religious leaders, community elders, and
government agencies can address challenges and
contribute to the well-being of the population (Okafor,
2022).

5. Peace building and conflict resolution: Invest in peace
building and conflict resolution strategies that address
religiously motivated conflicts. Engage religious leaders in
mediation efforts and promote dialogue as a means of
resolving disputes and fostering social harmony (Okafor,
2022).

6. Political engagement and interfaith collaboration:
Encourage responsible political engagement and
discourage the manipulation of religious sentiments for
political gain. Promote interfaith collaboration in
addressing common societal challenges, emphasizing
shared values and goals (Asamoah-Gyadu, 2005).

In navigating the interplay between religion and socio-
economic development, these recommendations aim to
create an environment where the positive aspects of
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religious influence can be harnessed while mitigating
potential challenges. Collaborative efforts from various
stakeholders, including policymakers, religious leaders,
and communities, are essential for building a resilient and
inclusive society that thrives on the diverse cultural and
religious heritage of Nigeria and Africa as a whole.
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