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Aedes aegypti mosquito arouses the interest of public authorities, as it is a vector for four diseases
(dengue, zika, chikungunya, and yellow fever) and one of the ways to combat it is through insecticides.
In this study, the main constituent, the predominant class of essential oil extracted from the husks of
Citrus limonia Osbeck was identified and evaluated to know if it has biological activity against larvae in
the third stage of Ae.aegypti. gas chromatography coupled with mass spectrometry (CG-MS); larvicidal
activity as described by the World Health Organization (WHO) was evaluated and the lethal
concentration (LC50) from the Probit model was calculated. The results show that the oil consists mainly
of limonene, beta-Pinene, meta-Cymene, beta.-Phellandrene and alpha-Pinene, in which the
predominant class was monoterpenes and the lethal concentration, CL50, was 67.18 µg.mL-1. Therefore,
the oil has potential larvicidal activity.
Key words: Volatile compounds, monoterpenes, aedes aegypti, limonene, natural insecticide.

INTRODUCTION
Aedes aegypti draws the public attention authorities. The
interest in that mosquito is based on the principle that it is
necessary to combat it, due to the diseases it transmits

(dengue, zika, chicungunya and yellow fever) and the
outbreaks and deaths that those diseases have caused in
recent years (Bhatt et al., 2013). In this manner, to
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understand better the dimension of the problem, between
2013 and 2015 in Brazil, two million people were
diagnosed with dengue and one million were infected
with the zika virus, thus resulting in the largest outbreak
reported in that country (Brasil, 2017; Cardoso et al.,
2015). In conseqeunce to the fast spread of these
diseases, especially the Zika virus, the World Health
Organization (WHO) decreed in February 2016
emergency of Global Public Health when the relationship
of that disease with the cases of microcephaly registered
in Brazil was verified (Brasil, 2017). So, faced with this
scenery, the authorities sought to minimize the number of
cases through public awareness policies, showing the
risks, symptoms and measures that prevent the
mosquito's proliferation, and in the development of
vaccines; until now there is only for yellow fever (Brasil,
2020; Rothman, 2004). While the development of
vaccines for other diseases, such as dengue, zika and
chicungunya, are still in the testing phase (Pang and Loh,
2017; Tripp and Ross, 2016), combating the vector
mosquito remains the most effective control, be it in the
larval or adult phase.
In the literature, there are reports of combating the
Ae.aegypti mosquito using two methods: Predation and
chemical insecticides. In the predation method, fish
species (Trichogaster trichopteros and Astyanax
fasciatus) were used to prey on larvae in a certain period
of time (Cavalcanti et al., 2007). Chemical insecticides,
on the other hand, generally use compounds based on
carbamates, pteroids and organophosphates to kill larvae
or adult insects at low concentrations, which is
recommended by WHO (Govindarajan and Benelli,
2016). It is a fact that between the two methods the most
effective are the insecticides, as these act on both larvae
and adults. However, studies show that the intensive use
of these compounds provoked attacks on non-target
organisms and increased the resistance of the mosquito
population (da Rocha Voris et al., 2018), which limits their
use and encourages the search for other insecticides
preferably, of plant origin that are effective and have less
impact on the environment.
Among the larvicides of plant origin, the most studied
are those based on essential oils. As these compounds
are formed by complex structures, it is believed that one
of its components, be it the majority or the minority, is
responsible for biological activity. Among the compounds
that have proven larvicidal activity, either alone or as the
main constituent of an essential oil, limonene stands out
(Cavalcanti et al., 2004; Estevam et al., 2016;
Giatropoulos et al., 2012; Gomes et al., 2019; Millezi,
2014; Santos et al., 2011). In citrus species, this
component is present around 80% (Ladaniya, 2008) so
that a large part of the plants have larvicidal activity.
Among the various species of citrus plants, whose
limonene is the main component, there is Citrus limonia
Osbeck, known as pink lemon or china lemon; this
species of plant has been widely cultivated in orchards
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and nurseries, due to the early maturation of its fruits and
the economic values at the beginning of the harvest
(Reda et al., 2005). Studies of the chemical composition
revealed that the leaves and peels of the C. limonia
Osbeck fruit consist, respectively, of 40 and 82% of
limonene (Cavalcanti et al., 2004; Estevam et al., 2016;
Millezi, 2014). In addition, this species of plant has some
known biological activities which are: Trypanocidal,
antibacterial, leishmanicidal (Estevam et al., 2016;
Millezi, 2014) and larvicidal (Cavalcanti et al., 2004). It
was emphasize that the larvicidal activity of the essential
oil was demonstrated in the aerial parts (leaves and
branches) of this plant, in which the low lethality against
Ae.aegypti larvae in the 3rd stage was proven
(Cavalcanti et al., 2004). Although the essential oil
extracted from the leaves has a low larvicidal activity, until
now there are no studies of this activity for the fruit peels.
Thus, according to the view talked here before, in this
study the main constituent was identified, the
predominant class of essential oil was extracted from the
husks of Citrus limonia Osbeck and assessed if it has
biological activity against larvae in the third stage of
Ae.aegypti.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Obtaining and extracting essential oil
Fruit collection was carried out in a rural area of São Brás dos
Macacos, municipality of São José de Ribamar-MA, Brazil, in
January 2017, geographic coordinates latitude 02° 35'51, 8''S and
Longitude 44° 09 '33, 3''W, and certified by the Laboratory of
Botanical Studies with number 11.170. After collection, the shells
were removed with a stylus.
The essential oil was extracted by hydrodistillation and the
average yield was calculated from the density and weight
measurements of the crude material. For extraction, 400 g of the
samples was weighed and mix in 4000 mL of distilled water in a
1:10 ratio. Then, mixture was placed in a 1000 mL round-bottom
flask and attached it to the Clevenger extractor under 100°C
heating in an electric blanket for 4 h. After that time, the extracted
oil was collected and dried by percolation in an anhydrous sodium
sulfate solution. These operations were perform in triplicates and
store the samples in amber glass ampoules under refrigeration to
avoid possible losses of volatile constituents. A density pycnometer
was used to measure density.

Chromatographic GC/MS analysis
In this manner, the components of essential oil by gas
chromatography was identify coupled to mass spectrometry
(GC/MS) in a gas chromatograph of the Shimadzu brand, coupled
to a mass spectrometer of the model QP2020AS, using helium as
carrier gas with flow in the 2.5 mL column .min-1; injector
temperature: 280°C, split 1:50; BPX 5% phenylpolysilphenylenesiloxane capillary column (30 m × 0.25 mm × 0.25 mm) and oven
temperature programming from 60 to 280ºC. In the Mass
Spectrometer, the temperature was 280°C and the recorded
spectra were 35 to 550 m/z. We injected aliquots of 1 µL (automatic
injector CP - 8410) of the samples diluted in the proportion of 20 µL
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Table 1. Identification of the components present in the essential oil.

Compounds
α-Pinene
β-Phellandrene
β -Pinene
β-Myrcene
m-Cymene
Limonene
Linalool
1,2-Limonene oxide
α-Pinocarvone
Terpinen-4-ol
α-Terpineol
Myrtenol
Cis-carveol
(E)-Citral
Carvone
α-Bergamotene
β-Bisabolene
Caryophyllene oxide

Retention time (min)
3506
4024
4077
4242
4725
4789
5834
6327
6771
6988
7178
7258
7583
7881
7942
10.496
11.402
12.375

Retention index
948
964
943
958
1042
1018
1082
1031
1114
1137
1143
1191
1206
1174
1190
1430
1500
1507

in 1.5 mL of hexane. The oil components were identified by
comparing their retention index with data obtained from authentic
substances existing in NIST14 reference libraries.

Standardized area (%)
2.40
3.01
23.01
0.83
13.55
44.75
0.38
0.98
0.64
0.44
0.77
1.20
0.62
0.75
0.64
1.26
1.66
0.67

Functional class
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Monoterpene
Sesquiterpene
Sesquiterpene
Sesquiterpene

RESULTS
Oil extraction and chromatographic GC/MS analysis

The larvae were obtained through ovitraps in the period from
January to February 2019. Ovitraps are prepared by the addition of
water and two eucatex straws in polyethylene buckets with a
capacity of 500 mL, where eggs are expected to be deposited by
mosquito females. After hatching, the larvae in the 3rd stage were
kept at room temperature 25 ± 2ºC and relative humidity of 70 to
80%, being fed with dog food.

The oil extracted by the hydrodistillation technique gave
an average yield and density, respectively, of 2.54%
(w/w) and 0.842 gmL-1. In the chromatographic analysis
by GC/MS, 18 compounds were identified (Table 1),
where the five largest were, respectively, Limonene, βpinene, m-Cymene, β-phellandrene and α-pinene and the
class predominant was that of monoterpenes with
93.97%.

Larvicidal bioassay

Larvicidal activity

To carry out this experiment, the methodology described by the
World Health Organization (World Health Organization, 2005) was
followed. In the preliminary stage, ten larvae was transferred in the
3rd stage to disposable cups and expelled to three concentrations
of oil (10, 50 and 100 µgmL-1) in 24 h to check whether or not there
was activity. After confirming this, five solutions of essential oil (50
to 130 µgmL-1) dissolved in Dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) 0.1% was
prepared. For each concentration tested, the negative control
(DMSO 0.1%) was used with all tests performed in quintuplicates.

In this study, it was observed that the essential oil
extracted from the peels of C. limonia Osbeck has
larvicidal activity (Table 2) CL50 67.18 µg mL-1, in an
exposure time of 24 h, according to the criteria described
by Cheng et al. (2003) that consider the activity when the
lethal concentration (LC50) is less than 100 µg mL-1.

Capture and creation of Ae. aegypti

DISCUSSION
Statistical analysis
The average mortality data were submitted to Probit (Finney and
Tattersfield, 1952) analysis for the calculation of LC50 and other
statistics with 95% reliable limits, upper confidence limit, lower limit
and chi-square calculated using the Medcalc 19.2 software with
level of significance p <0.05.

Thus, the diseases transmitted by the Ae. aegypti
mosquito arouse the interest of public authorities who are
looking for ways to control them from combating the
vector, whether in larvae or mosquitoes. However, one of
the main means used in this control, larvicides or
chemical insecticides, has the main disadvantage of
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Table 2. Larvicidal activity of essential oil in a 24-h period.

Concentration (µg mL-1)

Mortality (%)

CL50 (µg mL-1) confidence
interval (IC 95%)

χ2

50
70
90
110
130

28 ± 0.44
48 ± 0.83
68 ± 1.30
94 ± 0.54
100 ± 0.00

67.18(57.11 - 79.02)

0.92

Mortality was expressed as the mean ± standard deviation.

resistance to mosquitoes and damage to the
environment. On the other hand, some essential oilbased larvicides have shown good results in controlling
the vector mosquito. In this study, the main constituent,
the predominant class of essential oil extracted from the
husks of C. limonia Osbeck was identified and whether it
has biological activity against larvae in the third stage of
Ae. aegypti was evaluated. Here, it was shown that the
essential oil is mostly made up of limonene, in which the
monoterpernos class prevailed, and it was demonstrated
that the oil has larvicidal activity against Ae. aegypti, and
can be a potential substitute for chemical larvicides.
In the first finding, the oil was extracted by
hydrodistillation and subjected to chemical analysis to
identify the main component and the predominant class.
From this analysis, it was found that the essential oil C.
limonia Osbeck is made up mostly of limonene in which
the monoterpernos class predominated. However, the
amounts of limonene identified in this study differ from the
amounts described in previous studies, where the values
range from 33 to 82% (Cavalcanti et al., 2004; Estevam
et al., 2016; Millezi, 2014). Although the result for the
amount of limonene is within the expected value for citrus
species (Ladaniya, 2008), the differences in the
composition of the components identified in the oil are
explained by some factors, such as collection period,
extraction time, temperature, intensity of solar radiation
(Gobbo-Neto and Lopes, 2007), seasonality (Silva et al.,
2019), the age and development of plants (Gobbo-Neto
and Lopes, 2007) among others.
In the second finding, it was demonstrated that the
essential oil C. limonia Osbeck has larvicidal activity from
the comparison of the result obtained in the LC50 with the
criterion established by Cheng (2003), since there is no
defined standard to evaluate larvicidal efficacy of an oil.
Thus, according to these authors, an essential oil is
active when the LC50 is less than or equal to 100 µg mL-1.
The results obtained in this study also confirm the
action of different types of monoterpenes with larvicidal
activity. In previous studies, it is reported that isolated
hydrocarbon monoterpenes (limonene and alpha-pinene)
have greater larvicidal activity than oxygenated
monoterpenes (carvone, terpinen-4-ol and α-terpineol)
(Lucia et al., 2013; Santos et al., 2011), as well as it is

also reported that these classes of compounds in
essential oil have larvicidal activity (Dias and Moraes,
2014). In this study, these compounds were identified, but
it turns out that the presence of the oxygenated
monoterpenes in the essential oil reduced the potency of
the hydrocarbon monoterpenes so that the essential oil
had a low larvicidal activity, thus confirming the
synergistic effect of other compounds. The evidence that
the limonene present in greater quantity in the essential
oil extracted from citrus peels has larvicidal activity is
reported in studies with Citrus limon (CL50 15.48 µg mL-1)
(Gomes et al., 2019), C. sinensis ( CL50 28.68 µg mL-1)
and C. paradisi (CL50 37.03 µg mL-1) (Giatropoulos et al.,
2012) in which it has been shown that the most effective
to date is C. limon.
These findings should be interpreted with caution, as
the identification of the compounds by the GC/MS
technique only shows that it is there, but does not
indicate the exact quantity of each component. Regarding
the larvicidal efficacy of essential oil, further studies are
needed to qualify it as a substitute for the chemical
larvicide. However compared to other citrus essential oils
described in the literature, C. limonia Osbeck oil would
not be indicated as the first option, due to the low
larvicidal activity.
In summary, the demonstration of the chemical
composition and larvicidal activity shows the potential of
the essential oil C. limonia Osbeck, as well as opening
the opportunity to investigate the mechanism of action
and the development of products that help combat the
transmission of diseases by the vector mosquito.
Conclusion
To sum up, the essential oil from Citrus limonia Osbeck
peels was extracted by hydrodistillation, the chemical
analysis and larvicidal activity was determined against
Ae. aegypti. Chemical analysis by gas chromatography
coupled to the mass spectrum showed the presence of
eighteen compounds where the five largest were,
respectively, limonene, beta-Pinene, meta-cymene,
beta.-Phellandrene
and
alpha.-Pinene
and
the
predominant class was of monoterpenes. The essential
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oil has low biological activity against larvae in the 3rd
stage of Ae. aegypti when compared to other citruses
described in the literature. Therefore, due to these
characteristics, essential oil has potential biological
activity and can replace synthetic larvicides.

CONFLICT OF INTERESTS
The authors have not declared any conflict of interests.
REFERENCES
Bhatt S, Gething PW, Brady OJ, Messina JP, Farlow AW, Moyes CL,
Drake JM, Brownstein JS, Hoen AG, Sankoh O (2013). The global
distribution and burden of dengue. Nature 496(7446):504-507.
Brasil, Ministério da Saúde (2017). Dengue, Chikungunya e Zika:
Prevenção e Combate. http://portalms.saude.gov.br/saude-deaz/dengue/situacao-epidemiologica-dados.
http://portalms.saude.gov.br/saude-de-az/dengue/situacaoepidemiologica-dados
Brasil, Ministério da Saúde (2020). Combate ao Aedes Aegypti:
Prevenção e controle da Dengue, Chikungunya e Zika.
https://www.saude.gov.br/saude-de-a-z/combate-ao-aedes
Cardoso CW, Paploski IA, Kikuti M, Rodrigues MS, Silva MM, Campos
GS, Sardi SI, Kitron U, Reis MG, Ribeiro GS (2015). Outbreak of
exanthematous illness associated with Zika, chikungunya, and
dengue viruses, Salvador, Brazil. Emerging Infectious Diseases
21(12):2274.
Cavalcanti ESB, Morais SM de, Lima MAA, Santana EWP (2004).
Larvicidal activity of essential oils from Brazilian plants against Aedes
aegypti L. Memórias do Instituto Oswaldo Cruz 99(5):541-544.
Cavalcanti LP de G, Pontes RJS, Regazzi ACF, de Paula Júnior FJ,
Frutuoso RL, Sousa EP, Dantas Filho FF, Lima JW de O (2007).
Efficacy of fish as predators of Aedes aegypti larvae, under
laboratory conditions. Revista De Saude Publica 41(4):638-644.
https://doi.org/10.1590/s0034-89102006005000041
Cheng S (2003). Bioactivity of selected plant essential oils against the
yellow fever mosquito Aedes aegypti larvae. Bioresource Technology
89(1):99-102. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0960-8524(03)00008-7
Da Rocha VDG, dos Santos DL, Lima JA, Lima KSC, Lima JBP, dos
Santos LAL (2018). Evaluation of larvicidal, adulticidal, and
anticholinesterase activities of essential oils of Illicium verum Hook.
F., Pimenta dioica (L.) Merr., and Myristica fragrans Houtt. Against
Zika virus vectors. Environmental Science and Pollution Research
25(23):22541-22551.
Dias CN, Moraes DFC (2014). Essential oils and their compounds as
Aedes aegypti L. (Diptera: Culicidae) larvicides: Review. Parasitology
Research 113(2):565-592. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00436-013-36876
Estevam E, Miranda M, Alves J, Egea M, Pereira P, Martins C,
Esperandim V, Magalhães L, Bolela A, Cazal C (2016). Composição
química e atividades biológicas dos óleos essenciais das folhas
frescas de Citrus limonia Osbeck e Citrus latifolia Tanaka
(Rutaceae). Revista Virtual de Química 8:1842-1854.
Finney DJ, Tattersfield F (1952). Probit analysis. Cambridge University
Press; Cambridge.
Giatropoulos A, Papachristos DP, Kimbaris A, Koliopoulos G, Polissiou
MG, Emmanouel N, Michaelakis A (2012). Evaluation of bioefficacy
of three Citrus essential oils against the dengue vector Aedes
albopictus (Diptera: Culicidae) in correlation to their components
enantiomeric distribution. Parasitology Research 111(6):2253-2263.
Gobbo-Neto L, Lopes NP (2007). Plantas medicinais: Fatores de
influência no conteúdo de metabólitos secundários. Química Nova
30(2):374-381.
Gomes PRB, Oliveira MB, de Sousa DA, da Silva JC, Fernandes RP,
Louzeiro HC, de Oliveira RWS, de Paula ML, Mouchrek FVE,

Fontenele MA (2019). Larvicidal activity, molluscicide and toxicity of
the essential oil of Citrus limon peels against, respectively, Aedes
aegypti, Biomphalaria glabrata and Artemia salina. Eclética Química
Journal 44(4):85-95.
Govindarajan M, Benelli G (2016). α-Humulene and β-elemene from
Syzygium zeylanicum (Myrtaceae) essential oil: Highly effective and
eco-friendly larvicides against Anopheles subpictus, Aedes
albopictus, and Culex tritaeniorhynchus (Diptera: Culicidae).
Parasitology Research 115(7):2771-2778.
Ladaniya MS (2008). Commercial fresh citrus cultivars and producing
countries. Citrus Fruit: Biology, Technology and Evaluation.
Academic Press, San Diego, pp. 13-65.
Lucia A, Zerba E, Masuh H (2013). Knockdown and larvicidal activity of
six monoterpenes against Aedes aegypti (Diptera: Culicidae) and
their structure-activity relationships. Parasitology Research
112(12):4267-4272.
Millezi AF (2014). Caracterização química e atividade antibacteriana de
óleos essenciais de plantas condimentares e medicinais contra
Staphylococcus aureus e Escherichia coli. Revista Brasileira de
Plantas Medicinais 16(1):18-24.
Pang EL, Loh H-S (2017). Towards development of a universal dengue
vaccine–How close are we? Asian Pacific Journal of Tropical
Medicine 10(3):220-228.
Reda SY, Leal ES, Batista EAC, Barana AC, Schnitzel E, Carneiro PIB
(2005). Caracterização dos óleos das sementes de limão rosa (Citrus
limonia Osbeck) e limão siciliano (Citrus limon), um resíduo
agroindustrial. Food Science and Technology 25(4):672-676.
Rothman AL (2004). Dengue: Defining protective versus pathologic
immunity. The Journal of Clinical Investigation 113(7):946-951.
Santos SR, Melo MA, Cardoso AV, Santos RL, de Sousa DP,
Cavalcanti SC (2011). Structure–activity relationships of larvicidal
monoterpenes and derivatives against Aedes aegypti Linn.
Chemosphere 84(1):150-153.
Silva PT, Santos HS, Teixeira AMR, Bandeira PN, Holanda CL, Vale
JPC, Pereira EJP, Menezes J, Rodrigues THS, Souza EB (2019).
Seasonal variation in the chemical composition and larvicidal activity
against Aedes aegypti of essential oils from Vitex gardneriana
Schauer. South African Journal of Botany 124:329-332.
Tripp RA, Ross TM (2016). Development of a Zika vaccine. Expert
Review of Vaccines 15(9):1083-1085.
World Health Organization (2005). Guidelines for laboratory and field
testing of mosquito larvicides. World Health Organization.

